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Welcoming Committee
As the many long-term residents here can attest, our Sunriver 
neighborhood has always been a special place to live. And with the 
resurrection of the Sunriver Welcoming Committee, new neighbors 
will quickly discover all the wonderful things our community has to 
offer. When folks first move in, they’ll be greeted with a “Welcome 
to the Neighborhood” gift bag, which will include a warm welcome 
and an introduction to the Sunriver Neighborhood Association, 
along with ways to reach out to the organization’s Steering Com-
mittee members. The package will include a rundown of annual 
Sunriver events with dates and details of all the fun activities that 
makes living in Sunriver so special. The gift bag will also include 
items from the city of Rancho Cordova, and local businesses. 

If you see a new neighbor moving in, contact our Welcoming  
Committee coordinator Pam Britton at (916) 768-2125. Or drop 
Pam an email at welcome@sunriveronline.org and make your 
new neighbor feel right at home.

Spring has finally sprung, and it’s time for the annual Sunriver Spring 
Fling! Join us on Saturday, April 13 for food, fun, and our traditional 
egg hunt, which will be divided into three age groups: 0 to 2, 3 to 5, 
and 6+. The party’s at Sunriver Park from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. with the 
egg hunt at high noon.

These events are made possible with the help of our amazing Sunriver 
residents. If you can assist with this event, please contact our Event 
Coordinator, Sabrina, at events@sunriveronline.org or text/call her 
at (541) 282-3613. We appreciate neighbors like you who make these 
events a reality. And special thanks to the city of Rancho Cordova
for their support.
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unconstitutional under the 8th Amendment if there 
were not sufficient shelter space for homeless. As a 
result, we no longer issue those citations. 
 
Our focus has changed in our enforcement efforts 
and partnerships while abiding by the Boise 
decision. First, Rangers partner with county staff 
from the Department of Human Assistance to 
connect homeless to services and refer them 
to programs involving temporary shelters and 
transitional housing in the hope that the citizens 
can break free of experiencing homelessness. Over 
the last 16 months or so, Rangers have assisted in 
moving 44 individuals into shelters or housing, and 
removing them from living along the American 
River. This is a step in the right direction. 

Rangers still hold people accountable for their 
illegal activities — we still issue many citations 
every month to individuals who violate State law 
and county ordinances. (Please review Ranger 
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Join us at the next
Neighborhood Meeting

Tuesday, April 23

Homeless Camping in the American River Parkway
By Michael Doane, Chief Ranger, Sacramento County Regional Parks

Chief Ranger Michael Doane will take your questions 
at the next Neighborhood Meeting. Please join us at 
Mountain Mike’s Pizza from 7 to 8:30 pm. Come early 
and have a few slices of pizza, then stay for the meeting. 
Mountain Mike’s is at 2220 Gold Springs Ct. in Gold 
River (where Chevy’s used to be). We’ll see you there!

Due to recent enforcement changes regarding homeless 
individuals camping in the American River Parkway, 
the Sunriver Neighborhood Association asked Chief 
Ranger Michael Doane to weigh in on the subject. 

The Sacramento County Park Rangers are 
responsible for law enforcement services within 
Regional parks including the American River 
Parkway. Our service area starts in Discovery Park, 
in the City of Sacramento, to the Nimbus Fish 
Hatchery within the County of Sacramento. One of 
our responsibilities is addressing issues surrounding 
the negative impacts of homelessness to our nature 
areas, waterways, and criminal activity conducted 
by people who are experiencing homelessness.  

Prior to September 2018, Rangers would enforce the 
illegal camping ordinance while inside the City of 
Sacramento, and camping without a permit while in 
Sacramento County. In September 2018, the Martin 
V. Boise case was decided by the 9th circuit court 
of appeals, which basically ruled these ordinances 
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As the saying goes, all weather is local. And now, 
Sunriver residents can tap into a weather station 
right here in our neighborhood. You can’t get much 
more local than that.

Sunriver resident Ray Fox recently installed 
a personal weather station that everyone in 
the neighborhood can take advantage of. The 
equipment is cutting edge 
meteorology gear — a 
WeatherFlow Smart Weather 
Station. Instead of collecting 
rainfall in a cup, this new breed 
of weather gear senses each 
individual raindrop via haptic 
sensor technology. Instead 
of an old-fashioned weather 
vane, wind speed and direction 
are measured with a precision 
sonic anemometer. And of 
course, the station also measures temperature, 
humidity, pressure, even UV so you know when to 
slather on the sunscreen.

You too can tap into this weather data. Just point 
your browser at goo.gl/vYjto3 and start getting 
ultra-localized Sunriver weather info today!
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Sunriver Weather Station
Stay In 
Touch with
Sunriver

There are a myriad of ways that you can stay up 
to date with the goings-on in Sunriver. First and 
foremost is the Sunriver eGroup. Sign up at www.
sunriveronline.org/join.html. When registering, 
you can opt to receive eGroup messages one-by-
one as folks send them, or choose the Daily Digest, 
which compiles all of the day’s messages into one 
tidy email.

Do a search for “Sunriver Neighborhood” on 
Facebook and you’ll find the SNA’s official Facebook 
page. Just click the Join button to access news and 
details on upcoming SNA events.

Sunriver also has a presence on Nextdoor.com, 
which is not affiliated with the SNA. While you can 
find Sunriver-related posts on Nextdoor, realize 
that the Sunriver eGroup is a private, moderated, 
residents-only forum (with the exception of invited 
guests, like City staff) and contains exclusive 
content for members, like the Sunriver Patrol  
updates. It’s so easy to stay in touch with the SNA!

Homeless Camping
(Continued from Page 1)

activity logs on our website at www.regionalparks.saccounty.net/Rangers/
Pages/Latest-Ranger-Activity-Data.aspx to see specifics). In addition to the 
citations we issue, Rangers make misdemeanor and felony arrests as well. The 
majority of our arrests are for outstanding arrest warrants and possession of 
narcotics.

Depending on the crime the person 
was arrested for, Rangers have 
been requesting a stay away order 
from Regional Parks as part of their 
probation after they are convicted 
or plead guilty. If people violate 
the order, they are subject to arrest 
for violating their probation. This 
tool helps us keep people out of 
our parks that do not belong there 
or create a risk to legitimate park 
visitors.
 
Moving forward has presented some 
challenges with current restrictions 
due to Martin V. Boise. Although we 
are not criminalizing people who 
experience homelessness, we are 
trying to lessen their “footprint” while sleeping within Regional Parks facilities. 
We are trying to prevent people who are experiencing homelessness from 
storing or accumulating property within Regional Parks facilities. Regional  
Parks Staff removed about 1600 tons of garbage from Regional Parks in 2018. 

Sunriver Patrol
Since 2006, SNA volunteers have quietly patrolled the streets of 
Sunriver at night, keeping watch over our neighborhood and reporting 
suspicious activity to Rancho Cordova police. Headed by Sunriver 
residents Dana and Ruth Johnson and Larry Ladd, the patrol has seen 
varying levels of activity. It was very active when founded, then patrols 
became more of a sporadic event as things quieted in the neighborhood. 
But in light of a recent break-in, the patrol is once again on the move. 

If you’ve got a security issue in your area of Sunriver where a little extra 
nocturnal scrutiny might be beneficial, contact the Sunriver Patrol at 
patrol@sunriveronline.org and they’ll add your block to their beat.

If you see a crime in progress, call 911 for a life-threatening emergency. 
Otherwise call RCPD’s emergency line at 916-362-5111. Non-emergency 
situations, call 916-362-5115.  And for homeless issues, email rcpdhot@
sacsheriff.com. And stay vigilant out there.
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