
Fall/Winter 2017

BE WISE AND WINTERIZE! 
by Mary-Jo Towns

It’s getting to be that time of 

year… cooler temperatures, rain, 

and fewer hours of daylight are 

right around the corner! So now 

is the time to take care of your 

landscaping, garden, trees, shrubs, 

and yard while there is still some 

warmth and sunshine to be had. 

Here are a few things to help plan 

for winter and keep your plants 

from being damaged. 

Based on years past, we can 

anticipate getting frost from 

December 1st through February 

18th. We will almost certainly 

receive frost from December 23rd 

through January 6th, and we are almost guaranteed 

that we will not get frost from April 2nd through 

November 8th. If you have plants or shrubs that are 

sensitive to frost, these dates are good to remember.

The average annual extreme minimum temperature 

for Rancho Cordova is 25 to 30 degrees F. That means 

if you have plants that cannot tolerate that level of 

cold, you should consider bringing them inside during 

the coldest parts of the winter. Don’t forget about 

tender bulbs that may not survive freezes. You can 

dig them up, dry them out on newspaper for several 

weeks, then put them in a container and cover with 

sawdust, sand, perlite, or vermiculite until you are 

ready to replant them. For bulbs you leave in the beds, 

you can add an extra layer of mulch for protection.

If you have a garden, tidy up by removing spent 

stalks and other debris because pests and diseases can 

incubate in this type of debris if left behind. If you 

remove dead and dying foliage as well, your garden 

will look better; and you will have more time in the 

spring to get in there and start planting! Once you’ve 

cleaned up, add as much as 3-4 inches of compost 
Continued On Page 4
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Sunriver Holiday Party
Saturday, December 2nd Starting at 7:00pm
Mike and Pam Britton’s House

Santa - Sunriver Park
Saturday, December 9th 11:00am - 12:30pm
Hot chocolate, coffee, and cookies will be served. 

Caroling - Sunriver Park
Tuesday, December 12th 7:00pm - 9:00pm
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Sunriver Neighborhood 
Holiday Party

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO

If you’d like to show your holiday spirit, we 
will be collecting new unwrapped toys or 

monetary donations for PAL - who will make 
sure it gets to a child in need.

 Join us for grown-up conversation, fancy 
desserts, gourmet coff ee, music, laughter, 

and overall fun! Let’s celebrate and be 
thankful for such great Sunriver neighbors. 

DECEMBER 2ND, 7:00PM

At Mike and Pam Britton’s Home

11030 Mammoth River Court 

Stuff to Remember



Santa Visits Sunriver Park

DECEMBER 9  •  11:00AM - 12:30PM
Santa will arrive on a fi re engine from engine 
company 65. He will be driven around the 

neighborhood on board the fi re truck which 
blows sirens and lights to let the little ones 

know Santa has arrived. Hot chocolate, coff ee 
and cookies will be served.

CHANGES IN SNA 
As we move into a new 

year, there are changes in 

the works for our Sunriver 

Neighborhood Association 

team. Deanne Sherman, who 

has been our graphic designer 

and editor of the Sentinel, is 

handing over the reins to new 

member Roxanne Perry. We 

want to thank Deanne for her 

nine years of producing a wonderful neighborhood 

newsletter three times a year, year after year. Her 

contribution will be greatly missed.

While we say goodbye to Deanne as the Sentinel 

designer and editor, we welcome graphic designer, 

editor and newest SNA member Roxanne Perry.  

Welcome Roxanne. We are looking forward to 

having you on board the Sunriver Neighborhood 

Association Team.

Caroling in the Park

DECEMBER 12  •  7:0OPM - 9:00PM
Come and celebrate our annual neighborhood 

tradition of caroling in Sunriver Park.
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by Mary-Jo Towns

Each year, the Police Activities League (PAL) 

collects toys to share with disadvantaged families in 

Rancho Cordova. So once again, we will be accepting 

donations of unwrapped toys at our Holiday Party 

in support of PAL’s annual toy drive. Last year 

your generosity blew us away, as the donations you 

provided completely fi lled the back of my VW Rabbit! 
If you don’t have time to shop before the party, no 

worries! I would be happy to take any monetary 

donations and personally shop for toys to bring to 

the drive. All toys will be delivered to the Rancho 

Cordova Police Department and PAL on Saturday, 

December 9, 2017, which is the day of the Holiday 

Run at Capital Village Green. 

If you would like to participate in the Holiday Run 

itself, there is something for every fi tness level. 
You have your choice of a 5K run, a 10K run, or 

a 1.2 mile fun walk/run. Races start at 8:30 a.m. 

You can still get in on early bird registration fees 

until November 25th. For more information, visit 

palholidayrun.com. I hope to see you there!
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Important Phone Numbers
Police Department - Emergency: 911

Non-Emergency: 916-362-5115

Sacramento Metro Fire - Emergency: 911

Non-Emergency: 916-228-3035

AT&T: 1-800-331-0500

Air Quality Mgmt. (Dial before you burn): 

    1-877-662-8765

Animal Services: 916-851-8852

Building & Safety Permits: 916-851-8765

Code Enforcement: 916-851-8770

Chamber of Commerce: 916-273-5700

City Hall, Rancho Cordova: 916-851-8700

Cordova Recreation & Park District: 916-362-1841

Folsom Cordova Unifi ed School District: 916-355-1100
Garbage: Republic Services: 916-638-9000

Graffi  ti Reporting: 916-851-8710
Library: 916-264-2700

Neighborhood Service: 916-851-8771

Neighborhood Watch: 916-875-5852

Parking Enforcement: 916-876-7558

Rancho CordoVan: 916-556-0257

PG&E: 1-800-743-5000

Sacramento Regional Transit: 916-321-2877

Sewer: 875-5555, After Hours: 916-875-5000

SMUD: 1-888-742-7683

Spay/Neuter Vouchers (No-Cost): 916-851-8770

Street Lights, Signs, and Maintenance: 916-851-8710

Sunriver Neighborhood Association: 
    www.sunriveronline.org

Water Providers:

    Golden State Water: 909-394-2272

    California American Water: 916-568-4201

SUNRIVER NEIGHBORWOODS 

SPRING PLANTING EVENT
By Pam Britton

This coming April 14th, The Sacramento Tree 

Foundation, along with SMUD and the City of 

Rancho Cordova, will be partnering with Sunriver 

to bring us another NeighborWoods free-tree 

planting event. Planting beautiful free trees will 

create shady, tree-lined streets and tree canopied 

front and back yards.

If you would like to have a free tree planted in your 

yard, sign up with Pam Britton. When you sign up 

for your free tree or trees, an arborist will come 

to your home to help you choose the best tree and 

location for your yard. Volunteers will be digging 

holes and planting your trees during our fun, 

community neighborhood tree-planting day.

Last year, Tree Foundation and Sunriver 

volunteers, along with Representative Ami Berra, 

our mayor, and other city offi  cials joined in our 
community tree-planting event. So If you would 

like a free tree (or several trees), and would like 

to join your neighbors who have had free trees 

planted by the Sunriver NeighborWoods Project, 

contact Pam Britton at: pbritton@sunriveronline.

org to sign up.

Coupon Expires 7/15/11
1940 Zinfandel Drive � Suite H, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 

(In the middle of used car dealership ~ Auto Village)
Over 25 years 

in business

10 year/million mile 

warranty on most repairs 

Gold Country  Serv ice  Center

Looking for an Auto Repair Shop you can trust? 
YOU HAVE JUST FOUND ONE!

Smog Check

$29 95
+ cer� fi cate

1995 or older + $10
We also smog RVs ask for details.

Must present coupons. Not valid
with other off ers. Expires 03/17/18.

Oil Change
$18 95

Reg. Price $5495

Synthe� c 
Blend

� Oil Filter & Lube Service 
(up to 5 quarts)

� Tire Rotation (as needed)

� Complete Brake Inspection

� Top Off any Fluids

� Full Synthetic Fluid is extra

� Consultation on any 
Problem with your car
Must present coupons. Not valid

with other off ers. Expires 03/17/18.

All Imports & Domesti cs
Smog, Brakes, Radiators, Tune-Up, Electrical, 

Transmission, Suspension, Failed Smog 
Diagnosis, Check Engine Light Diagnosis, 

10K/60K/90K Services... we do it all.

Cars � Trucks � RV’s � Trailers

COMPLETE AUTO 
SERVICE & REPAIRCHRISTMAS SPECIAL
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CLIP AND SAVE

Important Phone Numbers
CLIP AND SAVE



Keep up to date with important 
neighborhood issues; join the 

SNA today. Membership is FREE 
for everyone who lives in or owns 
a home in Sunriver. You will have 

access to the Sunriver e-Group 
and the Sunriver Online website. 

Join today at 
www.sunriveronline.org

The Sunriver Sentinel is a publication of the  
Sunriver Neighborhood Association (SNA)

Sunriver Neighborhood 
Association

SNA Steering Committee Members

Events Director - Pam Britton 
events@sunriveronline.org - 768-2125

Designer/Editor - Roxanne Perry 
sentinel@sunriveronline.org

Parkway Liaison - Ginger Enrico 
parkway@sunriveronline.org - 631-8400

Communication Director - Rob Towns 
register@sunriveronline.org

Treasurer - Mary-Jo Towns 
treasurer@sunriveronline.org

Committee Member - Renee Williams

Mailing Address: 2104 Tiber River Dr. 
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670

Continued from page 1BE WISE AND WINTERIZE! 

to the beds. The rains will soak the compost, and 

nutrients will leach into the soil. In the spring, any 

remaining compost can just be turned into the soil to 

add even more nutrients.

Now is also the time to remove any weeds, especially 

any invasive species. Be sure to get the seed heads 

and the roots, and dispose of them in your yard waste 

bin. The last thing you want to do with the weeds is to 

compost them. 

If you recently planted perennials that haven’t had a 

chance to develop an extensive root system, mulching 

now is a great idea. The mulch helps prevent cycles in 

the soil that could cause the ground to uproot new plants. 

Throughout the winter, periodically check the mulch to 

see if it has thinned; and add more if necessary.

We have had a relatively dry fall, so give your 

evergreen trees some deep soaks until the rainy 

season starts. If you have evergreens with a south/

southwest exposure to the afternoon sun, keep an 

eye on them and give them extra water as needed. 

Exposed evergreens, to include citrus, can also 

get wind burn. Now would be the time to create 

windbreaks for them by driving three stakes into 

the ground on the windward side of plants that need 

protection. Put the stakes in a “V” formation with 

the front stake facing the wind. Then wrap burlap or 

landscape fabric around the stakes; you don’t have to 

wrap the whole plant.

If prolonged freezes are in the forecast, however, you 

might want to wrap tender shrubs and citrus with 

burlap or landscape fabric. (Don’t use plastic because 

it doesn’t breathe. If the temperatures rise, plastic can 

make the plants too hot and “cook” them.) You can 

prepare now by using three stakes to make a teepee 

frame over the plants that you want to cover. When 

frost is predicted, all you’ll have to do is to cover 

the frames with the cloth. The less time you have to 

spend out in the cold, the better!

Some of you may have had new trees planted in 

your yards this year thanks to the Neighborwoods 

initiative. Newly-planted trees have thin bark that 

needs to be protected from sun-scald and fluctuating 
temperatures. You can use tree wrap tape or plastic 

spiral tree protectors to keep this from happening. 

Be sure to remove the tape as soon as the weather 

gets warmer, though. If you have citrus trees and 

want more information on how to protect them from 

frost damage, the University of California Division 

of Agriculture and Natural Resources (UCANR) 

provides some downloadable information at  

http://homeorchard.ucdavis.edu/8100.pdf

Water features are fabulous additions to your 

landscaping; but in the winter, your primary concern 

should be keeping the pump from freezing. You might 

want to check with a garden pond expert to find out if 
your pump will move water all winter long, or whether 

you should consider moving it and your pond plants 

into storage until the spring. Better safe than sorry!

Winter is coming, but now you can be ready. Have a 

wonderful winter season, everyone! 
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