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Mailbox Break-ins Prompts 
Neighbors to Act by Pam Britton

Most of the homes in Sunriver were built in the early 
1980s. Many of our homes have individual mail 
boxes and others have the multi-compartment cluster 
boxes. The types and placements of the boxes were 
determined by the builders and not by the residents 
or the post office. The original cluster mailboxes 
are aging and, as many of us have found out, are no 
longer very secure. The Rancho Cordova Postmaster 
has stated that the United States Postal Service is 
unwilling to replace current cluster boxes because 
they are not the property of the Post Office. They  
will however, install new USPS approved boxes  
at no charge. Continued On Page 3

The City of Rancho Cordova is coming to your 
neighborhood. We are holding a community meeting 
to update you on our new program - Blight Busters 
Plus! As part of the program, our team will help 
identify ways to beautify and improve safety in 
your area in March. We want to partner with you to 
improve the quality of life in Rancho Cordova.

You’re invited! Join us for a neighborhood gathering 
and free light dinner snacks catered by South Beach 
Grill. There will be activities for the kiddos, and the 
opportunity to win a fun prize in our drawing!

Wednesday, March 23, 2016 – 6:00pm - 8:00pm 
Riverview STEM Academy, 10700 Ambassador Dr.

For more information, call (916) 851-8770. 

Blight Busters Plus is  
Coming to Sunriver
by Ashley Downton, Communications Specialist,
City of Rancho Cordova

Cordova Recreation and 
Park District Is Asking for 
Community Feedback

With over 40 parks and facilities, our Cordova 
Recreation and Park District (CRPD) are in a 
constant state of assessing, maintaining, improving, 
and planning. One of their goals this year is better 
outreach to our communities like Sunriver.

Community Feedback Survey 
CRPD provides quality parks and recreation programs 
to local residents in the City of Rancho Cordova 
and unincorporated areas of Sacramento County. 
Maintaining safe and well-maintained local parks with 
clean bathrooms, safe  

by Vivian Cazanis. Communications Manager-CRPD

Continued On Page 4

Saturday, March 19th 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Sunriver Park
Cowabunga, guess who’s joining the celebration  

this year? None other than Chick-fil-A’s mascot Moo!  
Come join in for bounce house fun, creative chalk drawings,  

and of course stomp the park for our Annual Egg Hunt! 
Chick-fil-A is supporting their community  

(that would be us) by donating yummy sandwiches.  
We”ll also be serving hot dogs and chips (not to be  

confused with “cow chips”) and beverages too.

We’d love your help in making this 
event for our kids extra special!  If 

you can bring a dessert or side dish 
to share, or you can volunteer at the 

event, please contact Pam at 768-2125 
or pbritton@sunriveronline.org.  

Thanks in advance for  
your generosity!

Bounce house provided by:



Northern Pacific Rattlesnake
by Dave Mason, Sunriver Resident

Save Water and Money 
With Rebates
In response to drought conditions, Golden State 
Water Company has been offering incentives to help 
their customers use water more proficiently with the 
purchase of high efficiency products. Here are some 
examples of rebates offered:

•	 High Efficiency Toilet Rebate:  Up to $125.00 
each, limited to the cost of the toilet. New toilet 
must flush 1.28 gallons per flush or less. Must 
be replacing a higher flush toilet. Limit 2 per 
household.

•	 High Efficiency Clothes Washer Rebate:  Up to 
$125.00 for qualifying models.

•	 Weather-Based Irrigation Controllers Rebate:  
$100 for less than 1 acre irrigated area.

•	 Weather-Based (Smart) Irrigation Controllers:  
$100 for sites less than 1 acre.

Funding is limited and programs can close at any 
time. For more information or for list of approved 
models contact GS Water at (800) 999-4033 or 
conservationdept@gswater.com. P
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In this edition of our articles on fauna of Sunriver, 
I thought we’d cover one of the most interesting 
creatures we have here. Even though 
I’ve lived all over the west coast, 
Sunriver is the first neighborhood 
I’ve lived in where rattlesnakes  
make a regular appearance. 

Crotalus oreganus is a reptile 
that lives mostly on a diet of 
rodents. These snakes thrive in 
warm environments where they 
have access to tall grass, wood piles, rock piles and 
small, warm-blooded, furry prey. They thrive in the 
American River Parkway and our own neighborhood 
because of all these conditions. Often referred to as 
“western diamondback”, these snakes typically grow 
up to 4-feet in length but, reportedly, can grow to 
6-feet. I found one near the El Manto American River 
Access that was about 6-feet in length and as fat as 
my arm. 

These snakes disappear during the winter, hibernating 
in burrows, but reappear around March/April to 
slither around in the tall, green springtime grass 
in the Parkway and to give birth to live litters of 
around a dozen baby rattlers. The young don’t stick 
around mom for long and venture off on their own 
soon after birth. I have found baby rattlesnakes in 
our neighborhood in April/May. The newborns are 
about a foot long and are very stealthy. They aren’t 
aggressive and are almost docile until they realize 
they are cornered. Then, they often strike repeatedly 
with reckless abandon. Rattlesnakes mate in the fall. 
The males have been observed wrestling each other to 
compete over a female.

Rattlesnakes can live beyond 20 years. As they 
grow they shed their skin, adding a button to their 
distinctive tail rattle each time. The older a snake, the 

longer its rattle is. They typically have very distinctive 
brown/grey diamond skin pattern along their back, but 
people often confuse these snakes with gopher snakes 
(which also live around here). The key differences are 

a dull skin sheen on the rattlesnake 
(versus more shiny on the gopher 
snake), the rattle, and the very 
distinctive fat, wide head of the 
rattlesnake. That wide head holds 
the rattlesnake’s venom glands. I 
have seen some baby rattlesnakes 
with black/white coloring – very 
beautiful. All rattlesnakes are pit 
vipers, using thermal pits on the 

sides of their heads to detect heat from their prey. 

These snakes are very shy, and mostly nocturnal. If 
you want to see one the best conditions for snake 
spying are in the evenings of the hottest days of 
summer. A relaxing post-dinner bike ride along the 
bike trail often provides an opportunity to spot one 
or more of these amazing animals. Realize that these 
snakes require a little personal space, can quickly 
strike without giving a warning rattle, and blend in 
perfectly with the brown oak leaves throughout our 
parkway. Their venom is a combination of toxins 
that directly attack the heart, along with flesh-eating 
enzymes. Look but don’t touch. 

Great time to sell;  
inventory is low! Call me for  

a FREE market analysis!
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El Niño conditions this winter have provided periods of 
rain and snow for parts of California; however, the state 
remains in a drought emergency and it may take several 
wet years for depleted water supplies to be replenished 
following four consecutive dry years.

      Golden State Water Company 
would like to take this 
opportunity to thank our 
customers in Sunriver for 
conserving and using  
water responsibly during  
this period of drought. 

Join me for an discussion 
about water usage at the 
Tuesday, March 29th - 7pm 
Sunriver Neighborhood 
Meeting.

Please visit gswater.com 
for additional drought 
information. Follow us on 
Twitter @GoldenStateH2O, 
or call our 24-hour 
Customer Service Center 
at 800-999-4033 with any 
questions or concerns about 
your water service.

Water Conditions Continue
by Sean Twilla, Water Distribution Superintendent, 
Golden State Water Company

Several residents have lodged complaints with the 
City and Republic Services regarding oil stains on 
neighborhood streets from garbage and recycling 
trucks. Join us the evening of March 29th as we 
welcome Steve Harriman, Manager of Rancho 
Cordova’s Public Works Department. He’ll share an 
update on these trucks along with Republic Services 
representative Tony Cincotta. 

Also, Steve will share one 
of the new City Council 
approved Community 
Enhancement Fund 
Projects. We’ll learn about 
the planned update with 
our landscaped area on 
the north side of Coloma 
Road between Truckee 
and Trinity River. This 
upcoming project will 
include a new irrigation 
system, new plants, pruning 
and maintenance of existing 
trees, etc. City Staff and our 
City Landscape Architect 
will give a brief presentation 
and take comments and 
questions. That’s March 
29th, 7pm at the Trinity 
Woods Condo Clubhouse.

Public Works Happenings: 

  All Imports & Domestics
Smog, Brakes, Radiators, Tune-Up, Electrical, Transmission, Suspension,  
Failed Smog Diag., Check Engine Light Diag., 10K/60K/90K Services 

We do it all: Cars • Trucks • RV’s • Trailers

Looking for an Auto Repair Shop you can trust? You have just found one!

Must present coupons. Not valid with 
other offers. Expires 7/10/16.

• Oil Filter & Lube Service  
(up to 5 quarts)

• Tire Rotation (as needed)
• Complete Brake Inspection
• Top Off any Fluids
• Full Synthetic Fluid is Extra
• Consultation on any  

Problem with your car

Oil Change
$1895

Reg. Price $5495

1995 or older + $10
We also smog RVs

ask for details

1940 Zinfandel Drive • Suite H, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670  
(In the middle of used car dealership ~ Auto Village)

Over 25 years  
in business

10 year/million mile  
warranty on most repairs    916-631-7337

Gold Country 
Service Center 

+ certificate
$2995
Smog Check
Spring Specials

Full Auto & RV Service & Repair

CRPD Feedback Survey
Continued From Page 1

Page 1

Come on out to the Trinity Woods Clubhouse. The gatekeeper  
will open the gate for you to park in uncovered spaces.  

If full, please park on Trinity River Drive and walk in.

Tuesday, March 29th at 7 p.m.

Sunriver  
Neighborhood Meeting

Trinity Woods Condo Clubhouse

Guest Speakers :

Open discussion with City Public Works Manager 
Steve Harriman along with Republic Services 

General Manager Tony Cincotta as they present new 
landscaping along Coloma Road and share  

the ‘leaking garbage trucks’ resolution.
 Water Distribution Superintendent Sean Twilla 

with Golden State Water Company will review 2016 
restriction updates and future company wide goals.

Thank you to Jeannie Boulden, Sunriver resident, for arranging speakers!

Building Relationships with Key Organizations

play-grounds, proper trash, 
and graffiti removal is vital to 

keeping our parks safe and enjoyable for children 
and families. Repairs and upgrades are needed to 
maintain programs and address health and safety. 
CRPD is seeking community input about how we 
can best address park and recreation needs. Please 
join the conversation and take the time to fill out a 
Community Feedback Survey. Go to  
http://tinyurl.com/CRPDsurvey for the on-line survey.

Look for the Spring/Summer Recreation Guide for 
CRPD class and event schedule. You’ll find lots of fun 
activities for adults and children of all ages.  
For example: Hoppin’ and Huntin’ at Hagan - 
Saturday, March 26th – 8:30am -12pm at Hagan 
Community Park & Community Center. Meet the 
Machines - Saturday, May 7th – 10am -1:30pm at  
the Mather Sports Center. For more information  
visit www.crpd.com or call 916-842-3300. 



Keep up to date with important 
neighborhood issues; join the 

SNA today. Membership is FREE 
for everyone who lives in or owns 
a home in Sunriver. You will have 

access to the Sunriver e-Group 
and the Sunriver Online website. 

Join today at 
www.sunriveronline.org

The Sunriver Sentinel is a publication of the  
Sunriver Neighborhood Association (SNA)

Sunriver Neighborhood 
Association

SNA Steering Committee Members
Events Director - Jessica Ocenosak 
events@sunriveronline.org - 300-9990

Designer/Editor - Deanne Sherman 
sentinel@sunriveronline.org - 549-5173

Treasurer - Mary-Jo Towns 
treasurer@sunriveronline.org

Communication Director - Rob Towns 
register@sunriveronline.org

Parkway Liaison - Ginger Enrico 
parkway@sunriveronline.org - 631-8400

Volunteer Coordinator - Pam Britton 
volunteer@sunriveronline.org - 768-2125

Mailing Address: 2112 Tiber River Dr. 
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670
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Committee Member - Renee Williams

In our last issue of the Sentinel, we told you that we 
would once again be collecting unwrapped toys and 
monetary donations at our holiday party to support the 
Police Activities League’s 
(PAL) annual toy drive.  

We encouraged you to try 
to beat what we gave to 
PAL in 2014. As expected, 
you really stepped up 
to the challenge! Your 
generosity allowed Sunriver 
to donate almost TWICE 
as many toys as last year, 
helping even more children to have a brighter, happier 
holiday. Thank you for being such good neighbors. 

Sunriver’s Generosity

Mail Box Breaks-ins Continued From Page 1
Last month, after the communal box on Mammoth 
River Court had been broken into for the 3rd time in 
3 years, the 14 residents of the court pooled funds to 
purchase a new, secure, USPS approved box. Custom  
Home Accessories, here in Rancho Cordova, guided 
the purchase. They have helpful customer service 

and an on-site warehouse 
with many different types and 
sizes of boxes. Custom Home 
Accessories then connected 
with the Rancho Cordova 
Postmistress who arranged 
the delivery and the no-charge 
installation. 

This whole process, from 
ordering, to installation, 
took only 5 days! There 
was no interruption of mail 

services. There was a contact person on the court who 
delivered the keys to each resident on installation day.

If you are interested in replacing your mailboxes on 
your court or street, feel free to contact Pam Britton 
who can help you through the process from start to 
finish at 768-2125 or pbritton@sunriveronline.org. 

Spring Fest - Saturday, March 19th 
11am to 1pm, Sunriver Park 
Egg Hunt, Bounce House, Sidewalk Chalk 
Drawings, Hot Dogs or Sandwiches, and Chips

Neighborhood Meeting 
Tuesday, March 29th, 7pm 
Trinity Woods Clubhouse 
City Public Works Manager Steve Harriman 
along with Republic Services General 
Manager Tony Cincotta

Water Distribution Superintendent  
Sean Twilla with Golden State Company

Stuff to Remember
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Caroling

Sunriver 
Happenings 

Santa Claus


