Spring 2015

A Sunriver Christmas
Miracle

It’s Time for You to Shape
Our Future! by Jessica Ocenosak

The second best part
of this story is that it
didn’t rain between
Christmas and New
Year’s. The best
part is living in a
neighborhood like
Sunriver.

Measure H will provide locally-controlled funds for
local priorities. The tax increase will start in April of
this year, and the City will begin to receive funds as
early as June 2015.

On Christmas Day, I learned my brother in Kansas,
had sent me a precious Bible that had been in our
family for over 100 years. I hadn’t received the
package, so I contacted UPS and found that it
was delivered on December 24th while I was at
Christmas Eve services. It appeared that someone
had taken the package containing the Bible from
my doorstep.
Heartbroken does not begin to describe our reaction
to losing such an irreplaceable heirloom. I prayed
earnestly for what I privately called a Christmas
miracle. And living here in Sunriver turned out to
be the beginning of the answer to my prayer.
I wrote in the Sunriver e-Group about what had
happened, asking if anyone had any ideas or
information. There were many expressions of
concern and sympathy, but no one knew of my
Bible’s whereabouts.
A few more days passed, and although I still held
out a tiny bit of hope for seeing the Bible again,
it was beginning to look as if there would be
no miracle.
The afternoon of January 1st, my doorbell rang and
Continued On Page 6

Rancho Cordova will soon have $7 million to build a
better community. Last November 4th, city residents
voted “yes” for Measure H – a ½-cent local sales tax
increase for purchases made in Rancho Cordova. It
passed with 61% of residents in favor.

Quick Facts
• Total sales tax rate will be 8.5%.
• Will generate approximately $1.7 million this
fiscal year (April 1 – June 30).
• Will generate approximately $7 million per year
thereafter (July 1 – June 30).
Continued On Page 6

Saturday, March 28th
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Sunriver Park
Welcome Sunriver Neighbors to our fun-filled
Annual Spring Fest that features our traditional Egg Hunt
and Bounce House. Additionally, come and join in on the fun
of sidewalk chalk drawings. We’ll supply the chalk, you supply
the talent! For kids of all ages, from one to 99. Of course we’ll
have BBQ hot dogs, sandwiches, potato chips, and drinks.
Want to help? Call Pam for more information - 768-2125.
Or if you’re able, please bring a
dessert or potluck side dish
to share. Thank you!

Jasper’s
Giant Hamburgers
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by Mary Robinson
and Debo Lowe,
Sunriver Residents
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Words to the
Wise
by Ken Mace,
Sunriver Resident

A homeowner called me the other day with a
clogged sewer line. The hired workman on scene
could not locate the sewer cleanout, and, at the
moment, I was unable to provide useful assistance
in locating it. This is not the time to be searching
for a cleanout. I suggest that you locate your sewer
cleanouts before your system backs up and you end
up paying a plumber to dig around in the flower
beds searching for it.
Water Valves
Likewise, you need to locate and check all of the
valves for your water supply – including sinks and
toilets. Don’t forget to check the valves for the water
heater, as well. It is important to note that most
water valves can be easily serviced and fitted with
the various new packing, seals, and O-rings.
It’s also a good idea to annually open and clear the
below-ground vault housing the main shutoff valve
at the street. Make sure you can get a wrench on
it and it turns freely. This could be your last-ditch
effort to stop the flow of water into the house!
Electrical Shutoffs
While you’re thinking about it, consider locating
the dedicated electrical shutoffs for A/C units, heat
pumps, and spas. Check the labeling for your circuit
breakers in the main electrical panel. Does it make
sense? If not, you may need to get some help sorting
it out before you see sparks. It is good to know how
to shut off only the circuit required, and not the
whole house.
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Gas Shutoff
It’s a good idea to keep a proper wrench handy
for quick use in the event of a gas leak or other
emergency – such an earthquake. Some gas valve
wrenches are made to hang from the gas meter.
Annually, give the valve a twist to ensure that it
turns freely.
Make sure every household member knows where
emergency shutoffs are located and how to shut off
each utility. This should be part of your emergency
preparedness plan.
Consider re-checking valves when you change your
smoke alarm batteries every year.

Chinook Salmon of Sunriver
by Dave Mason, Sunriver Resident

This marks the beginning of a series of short articles
I plan to write about the various fauna that we have
here around Sunriver. We really are blessed with
the plentiful wildlife we have. I, being a bit of a
lifelong nature buff, will cover a different animal
each issue. From skunks to salmon, I hope you find
this interesting.
Some people who live here might not even know that
we host one of the most fascinating fish in the world,
the Chinook Salmon. Known by Indians further north
as “Tyee”, and by sport fishermen as “King”, these
really are amazing animals. The American River,
right along Sunriver, boasts very good spawning
grounds for these migratory beasts of the deep
and we are rewarded with an amazing spectacle as
Chinook end and begin their
life cycle
right along our
shore.
The
adult salmon
arrive in the late fall. The females dig holes, called
“redds” in the gravel bottom, while the males, with
their hooked jaws and jagged teeth, guard their
territory. It can be interesting behavior to watch.
After laying and fertilizing the eggs the salmon
die, leaving their bodies to nourish the river and,
ultimately feed their offspring.
Around 100 days after the eggs are laid, the young
hatch, barely resembling fish. They live off their
egg sack for a while before transitioning to a small
silvery fish called a fry or smolt. As babies they
eat bugs and snack on the dead salmon. Our baby
Chinook spend up to a couple years in our local
river system and even in the flooded Yolo Causeway,
eventually making their way under the Golden Gate
and out to the Pacific where they fatten up on a diet
of squid, small fish and crustaceans.
If they are successful dodging sea lions, orcas,
sharks and fishermen after a few years they return
to the same area where they were born, right here!
Their ocean-going sleek silver bodies turn dark red,
and their faces morph into a frightening shape as
they approach the spawn. Then, the cycle repeats.
The salmon in our river appear to range up to about
50 pounds. Our river is uniquely clear and cool,
providing a great spawning environment. These
mighty fish boast a challenging life cycle.

Building Relationships One Home at a Time

• Sedan airport trips $69.00

plus tip (up to 4 passengers)

• Limo rates starting at

$65.00 per hour plus tax and tip

916-783-1444 or 916-804-9908
ask for Sam

These businesses are supporting our community by investing
in the SNA’s effort to keep our neighborhood connected.
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Gold Country
Service Center
10 year/million mile
warranty on most repairs

916-631-7337

Over 25 years
in business

1940 Zinfandel Drive • Suite H, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670
(In the middle of used car dealership ~ Auto Village)

Full Auto & RV Service & Repair

		All Imports & Domestics
Smog, Brakes, Radiators, Tune-Up, Electrical, Transmission, Suspension,
Failed Smog Diag., Check Engine Light Diag., 10K/60K/90K Services
We do it all: Cars • Trucks • RV’s • Trailers
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Oil Change
Sp

Smog Check

2995

$

+ certificate

1995 or older + $10
We also smog RVs
ask for details
Must present coupons. Not valid
with other offers. Expires 7/24/15.

1895

$

Reg. Price $

5495

• Oil Filter & Lube Service
(up to 5 quarts)
• Tire Rotation (as needed)
• Complete Brake Inspection
• Top Off any Fluids
• Full Synthetic Fluid is Extra
• Consultation on any
Problem with your car

Looking for an Auto Repair Shop you can trust? You have just found one!

ANY
Expires 12/31/15.
Limit one per customer. Discounts cannot be combined with any other offer.

FREE
OF EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE.

Please patronize these businesses that support your Sunriver
Neighborhood Association! We couldn’t do this without them.
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SCOOTER’S COFFEE
2348 SUNRISE BLVD.
RANCHO CORDOVA

BUY ONE
GET ONE

Our Path to Influence
by Jessica Ocenosak

Ken Cooley is both a Sunriver
neighbor and our 8th District
State Assembly Member. With
a lifetime of dedication to
public service, Ken says, “My
ultimate goal is to make our
legislature stronger.”
Admired by peers for his ‘face-to-face’ style of
reaching out to his constituents, he’s well on his way.
I found myself out of breath thinking about how
much work is on Ken’s horizon to fulfill his goal.
A resident of Rancho Cordova since 1977 and
Sunriver since 1985, he’s been a part of our fabric
for over 38 years. He carries a Political Science
degree from Berkeley (1977) and a law degree from
McGeorge School of Law (1984) in Sacramento.
He’s a proud Eagle Scout and has been there to
support both Rancho Cordova’s Troop 363 and
Pack 28 on many occasions.
He and his wife Sydney (they’ll have their 40th
anniversary this fall) raised two sons here. They
have three grandkids, and his oldest son and
daughter-in-law are active in the foster care
community. That has spurred Ken to chair the
Select Committee on Foster Care. You’ll also see
this reflected in one of his latest Assembly Bills,
AB 423, a measure which builds upon the Approved
Relative Caregiver (ARC) program enacted in the
2014-2015 state budget.
Ken did an amazing job as a member of our Rancho
Cordova City Council for ten years. As a longtime
community leader, Ken shared that he has sought to
create jobs, increase government accountability, and
reduce the regulatory impact of governmental
agencies. He was sworn into his second two-year
term in the Assembly last December and he can
serve at most six terms. During this term he plans to
continue his work with AB12, asking Governor
Brown to have a “top to bottom review of all
regulations in California.” He feels this will “prove
to be the most direct and surest path to growing jobs
for our children.”

His busy schedule also includes being a member
of seven committees and one commission. One of
the most important roles is as a Speaker-appointed
member of the Rules Committee, which has
primary jurisdiction over proposed amendments to
rules and other matters that relate to the business
of legislature. He hopes to someday chair this
committee of 11, to make the best use of his
extensive government knowledge.
It was very interesting to learn that of our 80
California Assemblymen, 63 of them are brand new
or started within the last two years! Ken has a clear
vision on how he can influence the future of our
8th District. Thank you Ken for your dedication.
We look forward to you making a difference for
your neighbors in Sunriver and for all of us in
Rancho Cordova.
Learn more about Assemblyman Ken Cooley at:
http://asmdc.org/members/a08/.
Ken is speaking at our next Sunriver Neighborhood
Meeting, see below for details.

Sunriver

Neighborhood Meeting
Tuesday, April 7th
at 7 p.m.
Trinity Woods Condo Clubhouse
Invited Page
Guest1Speakers:
Brian Nakamura, Rancho Cordova City Manager
Ashley Downton, Communications Specialist
• Round table discussion:
Measure H: how to appropriate funds.
Ken Cooley, California Assemblyman, District 8
• What’s on the horizon for our District.
Come on out to the Trinity Woods Clubhouse. The gatekeeper
will open the gate for you to park in uncovered spaces.
If full, please park on Trinity River Drive and walk in.
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SUNRIVER
SUNRIVER
SPOTLIGHT
SPOTLIGHT

Ken’s AD 8 encompasses Arden-Arcade,
Carmichael, Citrus Heights, Rancho Cordova,
Rancho Murieta, Rosemont, Wilton, and other
portions of unincorporated Sacramento County.
To help serve his 465,000 constituents, Ken has a
staff of ten: six at the Capitol, and four at his
Rancho Cordova City Hall District Office.

Shape Our Future Continued From Page 1

Christmas Miracle

The City’s goals are to use these new funds to
improve community pride, civic engagement,
public safety, arts & culture, and activities for
children & youth. To achieve that, the City
has scheduled a series of Town Hall meetings
to get input from residents.

there stood Debo and Dan, who would turn out to be the “end
of the story.”

NOW IS THE TIME to gather your
neighbors, friends & family and come out for
one of the Town Hall meetings:
Peter J. Shields Elementary – March 17th
6:00-7:30 p.m. – 10434 Georgetown Dr.
Riverview STEM Academy – March 18th
6:00-7:30 p.m. – 10700 Ambassador Dr.
Sunriver Neighborhood Meeting – April 7th
7:00-8:30 p.m. – Trinity Woods Clubhouse –
11150 Trinity River Dr.
OUR dreams CAN become a reality. Come
on out and help make Rancho Cordova
a better place to live, work, educate, and
recreate. It’s up to us Sunriver!
For more information visit
CityOfRanchoCordova.org or call
(916) 851-8700.

Stuff to Remember
Spring Fest

Saturday, March 28th
11am to 1pm, Sunriver Park

Egg Hunt, Bounce House, Sidewalk
Chalk Drawings, Hot Dogs or
Sandwiches, and Chips

Neighborhood Meeting

Tuesday, April 7th, 7pm
Trinity Woods Clubhouse

Measure H Round table and
Ken Cooley, Assemblyman District 8
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CLIP AND SAVE

Continued From Page 1

On December 31, Dan went to the bike trail for a run. Debo’s
neighbors and dear friends, Dana and Ruth, had an elderly
cat who had recently gone missing. Dan decided on his run to
see if he could find their cat, so he went off the trails, into the
brush. Sadly, he didn’t find the cat. He did, however, notice
a brown cardboard box laying partially hidden in the grass.
Inside, he discovered some empty Christmas wrapping, some
discarded ribbons, a few scattered packing peanuts, and what
appeared to be a truly old Bible.
Dan brought Debo back to the spot to see what he had found,
and together they took the package back to Debo’s house.
They tried to email me with the good news, but her email
went to my spam folder, unbeknownst to me. Next they tried
coming to my house, but I was away.
Later that evening, at a Sunriver neighborhood New Year’s
Eve party, Dan and Debo were telling friends about this
unusual discovery. Some of those friends had seen my
earlier posts and realized that this was the very Bible that
was missing!
Which brings us back to New Year’s Day with Dan and
Debo at my door. When I realized that they were telling me
that they had found my Bible, I couldn’t quite believe that it
was true. With great excitement, they first took me to see the
bushes where Dan had found it. Then we walked the short
distance to Debo’s house, and there was our family Bible!
After quite a bit of rejoicing over this turn of events,
including some of Debo’s neighbors joining in on the good
news, Dan, Debo, and I walked together to my house.
All the way we were wondering and marveling over the
amazing series of events which had to happen in exactly the
right order for this happy ending. Back once again at my
door, there were tears, hugs, and delight at this miraculous
experience.
Good will, generous hearts, and neighbors who listen, care
and support each other…equals a Christmas miracle!

SNA Steering Committee Members

Sunriver Neighborhood
Association

Events Director - Jessica Ocenosak

Mailing Address: 2112 Tiber River Dr.
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670

Designer/Editor - Deanne Sherman
sentinel@sunriveronline.org - 549-5173

parkway@sunriveronline.org - 631-8400

The Sunriver Sentinel is a publication of the
Sunriver Neighborhood Association (SNA)

Treasurer - Mary-Jo Towns

Volunteer Coordinator - Pam Britton

events@sunriveronline.org - 300-9990

treasurer@sunriveronline.org

Communication Director - Rob Towns
register@sunriveronline.org

Parkway Liaison - Ginger Enrico

volunteer@sunriveronline.org - 768-2125

Keep up to date with important
neighborhood issues; join the
SNA today. Membership is FREE
for everyone who lives in or owns
a home in Sunriver. You will have
access to the Sunriver e-Group
and the Sunriver Online website.
Join today at
www.sunriveronline.org

50% Off

Your Neighborhood
Computer Center

Labor only, first 2 hrs.
One coupon per customer. - Expires 6-30-15

If you’ve been looking for a reliable
professional to help you with your
computer, you’ve found the right
place. And we’ve been right here all
along... for over 26 years!

Computer Service
All Your Computer Needs!

• Data Transfer -

Transfer your old
data to your new computer.

• Upgrades
• Virus/Spyware removal

FREE

Spy wa re S ca n
Removal extra.

One coupon per customer. - Expires 6-30-15

Computer House
2268 Sunrise Blvd.
Gold River, CA 95670
By 24 Hr. Fitness

916-631-7911
www.Computer-House.net

• Business/Residential
• Laptops/Notebooks

• Custom Computers
• PC/Mac
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