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“Rebuilding Together 
Sacramento” in Sunriver

Wise Winter Watering

Trinity Woods Clubhouse
Saturday, December 6th 

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM

If you’d like to show your holiday spir it we’ll also be 
accepting donations for PAL Toy Drive (Police Activities 

League) which suppor ts Rancho Cordova’s needy families.

 Join us for grown-up conversation, drinks, appetizers, 
music, laughter, and overall fun! Let’s celebrate and be 
thankful for such great Sunriver neighbors. 

 Join us for grown-up conversation, drinks, 
appetizers, music, laughter, and overall fun! 

Let’s celebrate and be thankful for such 
great Sunriver neighbors. 

Come on out to the Trinity Woods Clubhouse.  
The gatekeeper will open the gate for you to park in uncovered 
spaces. If full, please park on Trinity River Drive and walk in.

During the current extreme drought in California, 
itʼs important to conserve water all year round. 
Reducing water usage in the winter months allows 
more of our limited rainfall to refill reservoirs and 
recharge groundwater.
At the very least, if you have a timed irrigation 
system you should consider installing a rain sensor. 
These are available for $20-30 at Home Depot or 
Lowes. The sensor shuts off your irrigation when 
it senses rain. This way, you will never be “that 
person” who is watering their lawn in the rain.
Itʼs also very important to adjust your watering 
frequently during the year. Many people do not 

This past September, two 
Sunriver homes were 
chosen to receive 

much-needed care and 
repairs by Rebuilding Together 
Sacramento (RTS). RTS is a 
not-for-profit organization that 
addresses safe, affordable, 

and efficient housing issues in the Sacramento 
area. Their vision is for all homeowners to be 
able to live in a safe, healthy, and efficient home; 
they accomplish this using primarily volunteers 
to perform home repairs and modifications. Since 
its establishment in 1991, RTS has repaired more 
than 86 public facilities and helped over 4,500 
homeowners.

The Sunriver homes were two of four houses 
chosen for RTSʼs bi-annual Rebuild Days. These 
events in April and September bring together 
people and organizations eager to volunteer their 
skills, time, and energy to help others improve their 
homes. Under a SMUD sponsorship, one of the 
properties received a new HVAC system, gutter and 
downspout repairs, a new concrete patio, exterior 
painting, finishing touches on the kitchen and 
kids  ̓playroom, interior flooring, exterior painting, 
and landscaping. Under a Turner Construction 
sponsorship, the second property received repairs to 
combat dry rot problems, tree trimming and fence 
repairs, as well as a new patio and sidewalk.

This is not the first major project that RTS has 
undertaken in the Rancho Cordova area. With 
the support of 65 volunteers, RTS repaired the 
classroom and kitchen facilities at Soil Born Farms 

by Rob Towns

Sunriver 
Holiday Party

You Are Cordially Invited:

Continued On Page Two

by Mary-Jo Towns

Continued On Page Five
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Sunriver  
Neighborhood Caroling

At Sunriver Park  
Tuesday, December 16th 

Starts at 7 p.m.

Join your  
Sunriver neighbors 

to celebrate the 
season with song!

Santa Visits 
Sunriver Park!

Saturday 
December 13th 

11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Fa La La La La,

La La La La!

Hey Kids! Listen for the fire engine as Santa arrives in 
Sunriver with candy canes, cookies, and hot chocolate. 

Tell Santa what you want for Christmas!

Winter Watering

by Ken Mace, 
Sunriver Resident

Enlightenment 
on Lighting

Weekend WarriorWeekend Warrior

Iʼm Old School on most things, but Iʼm impressed by 
the newest lighting technologies. Sure, there are still 
problems with some types of bulbs on the market, but 
I believe there are some really innovative products 
out there - you just have to make informed choices 
from the types and brands available. Understanding 
the technology will help in deciding which is best for 
your application.
The product packaging provides equivalent outputs as 
well as comparable service life and costs, so I wonʼt 
get into that minutia here. Some of these new products 
are a bit pricey, and do have their own down sides, but 
there are good lighting solutions out there.
The American Lighting Associationʼs website,  
www.americanlightingassoc.com/Lighting-
Fundamentals/Light-Sources-Light-Bulbs.aspx, has 
illustrations and explanations of these technologies. 
Another source is LUMEN, which stands for Lighting 
Understanding for a More Efficient Nation. LUMEN 
is a coalition of 40-plus organizations, with a Steering 
Committee led by the American Lighting Association, 
the Alliance to Save Energy, and the National 
Electrical Manufacturers Association. The website, 
www.lumennow.org, provides helpful tips in selecting 
the correct light bulb for your home.
Continued On Page Six

adjust their irrigation systems seasonally at all; 
others reduce winter watering, but still over water. 
According to the UC Davis Lawn Watering Guide 
for California, lawns in the Sacramento region 
need less than 1/8 as much water in December and 
January than they need in the peak month of July.

Most newer irrigation timers have a “seasonal 
adjust” or “water budget” feature. This makes it 
easy to adjust the watering program by reducing 
all of the zones and timers by a percentage. To 
use it, you program the system for the time of 
highest watering; this is the 100% setting. In other 
months, you simply change the “budget” setting to 
reduce watering to the recommended amount for 
that month.

The chart below shows the recommended watering 
percentages for each month. July is 100 percent.

Adapted from UC Davis Lawn Watering Guide for California 
(Publication #8044)

Continued From Page One



Please patronize these businesses that support your Sunriver 
Neighborhood Association! We couldnʼt do this without them. 
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Some Conditions apply. *APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Upon approved credit. Existing Big 
Valley FCU loans do not quality. Example payment: A $15,000 loan at 3.0% would require 59 
payments of $269.55 and a final payment of $269.02. Offer requires proof of current rate. 

2180 Golden Centre Ln. #50 
Gold River, CA (916) 638-8238 

In the Gold River Towne Centre next to Applebee’s.

Your Gold River neighborhood credit union.
Big Valley Federal Credit Union

Do you have an auto loan with another financial institution? 
If so, we have the perfect deal for you. Transfer your auto loan to 

Big Valley FCU and we will lower your rate by at least 2% (floor of 
3% *APR) and save you some hard earned dollars. Call our lending 

department today to make the switch; it’s as easy as that!  
Call (916) 383-3955 or (800) 260-3955 and mention this ad.

Save 2% Off Your Existing 
Auto Loan Rate
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These businesses are supporting our community by investing 
in the SNAʼs effort to keep our neighborhood connected. 

Building Relationships One Home at a Time 

Smog Check

$2995
+ certificate

1995 or older + $10

We also smog RVs ask for details.

Must present coupon. Not valid 
with other offers. Expires 3/15/15.

Gold Country Service Center 1940 Zinfandel Drive • Suite H, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670  
(In the middle of used car dealership ~ Auto Village)

Over 25 years  
in business

10 year/million mile  
warranty on most repairs    916-631-7337

Gold Country Service Center 

Full Auto & RV Service & Repair
All Imports & Domestics

Smog, Brakes, Radiators, Tune-Up, Electrical, Transmission, Suspension, 
Failed Smog Diag., Check Engine Light Diag., 10K/60K/90K Services

We do it all: Cars • Trucks • RV’s • Trailers

• Oil Filter & Lube Service  
(up to 5 quarts)

• Tire Rotation (as needed)

• Complete Brake Inspection

• Top Off any Fluids

• Full Synthetic Fluid is extra

• Consultation on any  
Problem with your car

Oil Change

$1895
Reg. Price $5495

Must present coupon. Not valid 
with other offers. Expires  3/15/15.

Looking for an Auto Repair Shop you can trust? You have just found one!

SPECIALSChristm
as

• Sedan airport trips $69.00  
 plus tip (up to 4 passengers)

• Limo rates starting at 
 $65.00 per hour plus tax and tip

Tcp-26795p
916-783-1444 or 916-804-9908 

ask for Sam
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in June. By the end of November, Soil Born Farms 
will have a new playground, and four nearby homes 
will also receive much-needed repairs and upgrades.

RTS is dedicated to preserving affordable 
homeownership by serving homeowners at the 
poverty line and helping to preserve communities 
in danger of deterioration. Focused on the disabled, 
military veterans, families with children, and the 
elderly, RTS helps nearly 500 homeowners every 
year. These free repairs are made possible primarily 
through the help of generous sponsors and kind 
volunteers.

To learn more about RTS and how you can help, 
visit www.rebuildingtogethersacramento.org. The 
website includes an on-line application which can 
be completed electronically or downloaded. If you 
do not have a computer, you can call 
916-455-1880, ext. 6. PA
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Sunriver Segwayers
by Jessica Ocenosak

Our Sunriver 
Spotlight 
introduces 
you to our 
fun-filled 
neighbors, 
John Keefe 
and Bruce 
McDannold 
on Riverlite 
Court. John 
and Bruce 
moved to 
Sunriver over 

22 years ago after a realtor friend of theirs thought 
heʼd share his home and ʻbest kept secretʼ. We 
are fortunate they landed here, as they have been 
our gracious sponsors for Sunriverʼs Summertime 
Dinner & Movie in the Park. 

Originally from San Francisco and Massachusetts, 
they have both since retired; John from Best Buy, 
Bruce from The California Secretary of Stateʼs 
office. Prior to that, they were longtime partners 
with Paulʼs TV & Video. Theyʼve been together 
over 35 years and enjoy spending time with lots of 
nieces and nephews and traveling the world. Recent 
travels include cruises to Mexico and Alaska, a visit 
to Yellowstone National Park, and a trip to majestic 
Mt. Rushmore. 

Their most exciting trips these days though are 
touring places like San Francisco (Golden Gate Park 
and Lombard Street), the Riverwalk in San Antonio, 
Valley Forge, New Orleans and downtown Savannah 
via 2 wheels! No, not on a bike but on Segways! 

Segways were invented by Dean Kaman (who is 
very much alive, despite urban legend) and first 
introduced to the world in 2001. They run on 
lithium-ion batteries and can travel up to 24 miles 
on one charge. They stop on a dime and have a top 
speed of about 12 miles per hour. 

The secret to riding is learning to trust that the 
Segway does the balancing! It contains a computer 
and an array of sensors that measure your balance 
and speed 100 times per second. It took me about 
five minutes to learn before they took me on a tour 
through our parkway, up hills via the old Fair Oaks 
Bridge, meandering along the trails of Gold River, 
past BelAir, then back to Sunriver. “Lean forward 
Jess! Lean back! Watch for curbs!” What  an 
exciting morning with two  
adventuresome neighbors!

Bruce and John now own five 
Segways that theyʼve purchased off 
Craigslist. Used, they go for about 
$3,500 each. Bruce enjoys weekly 
Segway Polo and both love sharing 
rides with family, friends and even 
strangers. 

Their future adventures will be via 
a retired Paratransit bus that they 
purchased three months ago, which has room for ten 
passengers and ten segways. Theyʼve fixed it up by 
adding party tables, a couch, a large cooler, TV and 
stereo. “Itʼs the only way to see a city” John says. 
Ok where to next guys? Iʼm ready!

SUNRIVER 
SPOTLIGHT

Rebuild in Sunriver Continued From Page One



Movie & theme 
was “Frozen”

Keep up to date with important 
neighborhood issues; join the 

SNA today. Membership is FREE 
for everyone who lives in or owns 
a home in Sunriver. You will have 

access to the Sunriver e-Group 
and the Sunriver Online website. 

Join today at 
www.sunriveronline.org

The Sunriver Sentinel is a publication of the  
Sunriver Neighborhood Association (SNA)

Sunriver Neighborhood 
Association

SNA Steering Committee Members

Events Director - Jessica Ocenosak 
events@sunriveronline.org - 300-9990

Designer/Editor - Deanne Sherman 
sentinel@sunriveronline.org - 549-5173

Treasurer - Mary-Jo Towns 
treasurer@sunriveronline.org

Communication Director - Rob Towns 
register@sunriveronline.org

Parkway Liaison - Ginger Enrico 
parkway@sunriveronline.org - 631-8400

Volunteer Coordinator - Pam Britton 
volunteer@sunriveronline.org - 768-2125

Mailing Address: 2112 Tiber River Dr. 
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670

PA
G

E 
SI

X

CLIP AND SAVE

Stuff to Remember
Sunriver Neighborhood  
Holiday Party 
Saturday, December 6th, 7-9PM 
Trinity Woods Clubhouse

Santa Claus in Sunriver! 
Saturday, December 13th, 
11AM -12:30PM, Sunriver Park 
(Look for Santa over by the playground)

Sunriver Neighborhood 
Christmas Caroling 
Tuesday, December 16th 
STARTS AT 7PM, Sunriver Park.  

Sunriver families came out last 
August on a balmy summer eve 
to enjoy visiting with neighbors, 
a delicious dinner, music, and 
movie under the stars. These events 
are only possible with help from 
volunteers and generous donations 
- so thank you for supporting your 
Sunriver Neighborhood Association! 

I use Incandescent, Tungsten-Halogen, 
Xenon, Fluorescent, High-Intensity Discharge 
(HID), and Light Emitting Diodes (LEDs) 
in my home, office, and shop. Each has its 
own particular properties, characteristics 
and strengths. There are also low-voltage 
variants that offer even more advantages.
It can be a bit daunting when you look at 
walls and walls of products at the home 
store. You need to do some research first just 
to get a grasp on the subject matter - so Iʼll 
get you started with this:

Lighting Measurement Terminology
• Wattage: The amount of electricity 

consumed by a light source.
• Lumens: The amount of light that a 

light source produces.
• Efficacy: Lumens per watt.
• Foot-candles: The amount of light 

reaching a subject.

Lighting
Sunriver 
Happenings 

Photos by Bruce McDannold, Sunriver Resident

Continued From Page Two


