
Summer 2013

by Zak Ford, Folsom Cordova School Board Vice President
Exciting Cordova High News

Thank you for the 
opportunity to serve on the 
Folsom Cordova school 
board. As someone who 
grew up attending Rancho 
Cordova schools, I am 
especially proud to serve on 
the board and humbled by 
the opportunity.

I am excited to share some news about Cordova 
High. I am excited not just as a school board member 
and Cordova graduate, but also as a future Cordova 
parent.

High ʻSimilar Schools  ̓Ranking
Cordova High School is the only Folsom Cordova 
school to have received a 10 on the 2012 California 
Similar Schools Rankings. 

Similar Schools Rankings are based on test scores 
and demographics. Each school is compared to 
the 100 schools most like it in the state based on 
demographic similarity and given a statewide rank 
reported in deciles from 10 to one.

Students at Cordova are significantly out performing 
their statewide demographic peers!

International Baccalaureate Programme
Both Cordova High and Mitchell Middle are intro-
ducing International Baccalaureate (IB) programmes!

For over four decades, the IB has offered its Diploma 
Programme (DP), an internationally recognized 
curriculum and assessment for students aged 16-19, 
in the two years preceding university entrance. Since 
1994, IB has offered its Middle Years Programme 
(MYP), designed for students in the 11-16 age range. 

The Sunriver Neighborhood Association is made of 
your neighbors who commit their time and energy 
volunteering to make this a GREAT place to live. 
Weʼre now recruiting for more help! You can decide 
how much time youʼd like to contribute, what type of 
activities you would like to be involved in.
Do you love Sunriver as we do? Can you spare time 
helping with any of our annual events in the Spring, 
Summer or Winter? Continued on Page Six

A Gift to Your  
Community, 
Volunteering...
It Keeps on Giving Back
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Continued on Page Five

Friday, August 9th 
Sunriver Park

Starts at 7 p.m. ‐ Movie at Dusk
Join your neighbors for our annual summer 
event with a delicious Asian Pacific meal, 

hot dogs for the kids, beverages, music by 
the band ʻProxyʼ, a bounce house, face painter, 

and the movie “Kung Fu Panda 2” at dusk. 
Suggested donation $3 per person, 

kids seven and under free.

Bring your blanket, lawn chairs, jacket and 
dig out your ole island print shirt for 

a fun evening in the park. 

For questions or to help out with this event, contact 
Jessica at 638-8110 or jocenosak@sunriveronline.org. 

Dinner, Music , & Movie 
at Sunriver Park

Asian Pacific Asian Pacific 

The Learning Years Academy  
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Thank You To Our Kind Sponsors!



Iʼve spent some time evaluating what wealthy 
people do with their finances with the premise that 
their habits may be beneficial for the rest of us who 
just want to improve our finances. The facts are 
enlightening.
The top 0.1% earners in America bring in about 
HALF OF ALL the nationʼs capital gains. Thatʼs right 
– they donʼt get it from a job, but from owning and 
selling assets that grow in value. In short: invest in 
good assets and take gains. If you donʼt know how 
to do this, get help. Wealthy donʼt do it alone. They 
get help. According to a Wall Street Journal article, 
“Clients Try Multiple Advisers” (September 6, 2011), 
as a householdʼs wealth increases it tends to employ 
more financial advisors. In fact, households with 
more than $5 million to invest average 2.25 advisers 
per household. 
How do you get the surplus dollars to invest? By 
doing what many self-made wealthy have done. Live 
below your means, look for sales, and pay with cash 
instead of credit. You have to make a plan and be 
disciplined to do these things. They donʼt just happen 
on their own. To get entertaining insight into how 
Americaʼs self-made millionaires got started read 
“The Millionaire Next Door,” by Stanley and Danko. 
This is an impactful book and a great first step in 
anybodyʼs quest for financial improvement.

by David Mason, Financial Advisor, Sunriver resident
What do the Wealthy Do?

Although Sacramento 
County Parks Rangers 
have responsibility 
for public safety, park 
preservation, and law 
enforcement along the banks, water, and islands of 
the Lower American River, they have never been able 
to patrol or respond by water – until this spring.
People in trouble or causing trouble along the shore 
in the past could only be reached by land, which can 
take a long time. If the people got to the shore via the 
water themselves, they may be impossible to reach 
except by water. Holiday melees on the islands are 
legendary, and at least one island has even been the 
site of an elaborate hunting camp.
Chief Lumsden said, “The boat enables my staff 
to enforce laws pertaining to water safety, alcohol 
restrictions, and has proven to be a huge deterrent 
to those that cause disturbances to what should 
otherwise be a very pleasant day on a beautiful river.
The Parks Department and Parkway supporters 
have wanted a patrol boat for the Rangers for years. 
Finally, the County Sheriffʼs Department got a boat 
with a grant and offered it to the Rangers. However, 
the County Supervisors would not give Parks the 
money for the required safety equipment. Parks 
advocate Bill Davis raised the necessary $2,348.00 
in an appeal to citizens through Save The American 
River Association (SARA). 
As much as all wanted the boat, some objected 
to “letting the County Supervisors off the hook.” 
Recently the Supervisors quashed a movement 
to form an independent regional parks district, 
pledging, “Weʼll take care of the County Parks.” 
Some felt the Supervisors werenʼt being held to their 
word by having citizens pay for the Rangers  ̓safety 
equipment. Nevertheless, citizens donated the funds 
necessary for the Rangers  ̓equipment. All are happy 
that the boat was much in evidence over the 4th of 
July week, making things safer for plants, animals, 
and people  
and definitely  
more family- 
friendly.

Rangers 
Finally Get 
Patrol Boat
by Ginger Enrico

Sgt. Randy Lewis, Parks Director Jeff Leatherman, 
and Chief Ranger Stan Lumsden beam as they 
pose in front of their first boat. 
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Sat urday 
Augus t 3rd 

8 a .m . to 2 p.m .

To register your yard sale, contact Deanne at 
dsherman@sunriveronline.org or call 549-5173 to  

be placed on the Sunriver yard sale participant list.

Sunriver Annual  
Community Yard Sale
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Summer Crime Spree
We often see an increase in crime in the summer 
months, but 2013 is turning out to be worse than 
usual. Since July 10, Sunriver e-group members have 
reported four overnight home burglaries, and at least 
four unsuccessful attempts. 
In a disturbing twist, in all cases the residents were 
home asleep at the time - sometimes in the same 
room. So far, there have not been any confrontations, 
but thereʼs no way to know whether the perpetrators 
are armed.
The burglaries share several common factors:
• All occurred between 1:30 AM and 6:30 AM.
• Entry was through unlocked or poorly-secured 

first-floor doors, usually the garage. 
• When in the home, they are stealthy and avoid 

confrontation.
• They have stolen small, portable items such as cell 

phones, wallets, purses, and laptop computers.
• Wallets and purses are often found nearby with 

cash removed, but credit cards and ID intact.
SNA member Pam Britton spoke with Rosanne 
Richeal, RCPD Chief of Police. Chief Richeal stated 
that RCPD is aware of the situation, and is eager 
to stop the break-ins. She said that there will be 

additional police presence, which several residents 
have already noticed. 
Chief Richeal also said to call the police if you see 
any suspicious people, vehicles, or activities. Most 
important: if someone does break in to your home, 
or if you see signs of an attempt, please file a police 
report. RCPD canʼt respond to things that they donʼt 
know about.
To protect yourself and your property, be vigilant. 
Close and lock garage overhead doors, side doors, 
gates, sliding glass doors, and windows at night. In 
many cases, when thieves encounter locked doors and 
windows, they move on to an easier target.
For more information:
In an emergency: call 911 from a landline phone, or 
916-362-5111 from a cell phone. 
To report something which is not an emergency: call 
916-362-5115 from any phone.
The Sunriver e-group has been the main conduit of 
information about these crimes. For more information 
about the e-group, including how to sign up, see 
e-group article on page five.
If youʼre interested in joining the Sunriver Patrol, or 
if you just want to share information and ideas, please 
come to the patrol meeting on Tuesday, August 13, 
7:00 PM, at Sunriver Church.

Sunriver Community Yard Sale 
Saturday, August 3rd - 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

National Night Out 
Tuesday, August 6th - 7 p.m. 
Show strength in unity against crime!

Sunriver Asian Pacific Dinner, Music, & 
Movie in the Park - “Kung Fu Panda 2” 
Friday, August 9th - Starts at 7 p.m. 
Movie at dusk - Sunriver Park

Sunriver Patrol Meeting 
Tuesday, August 13th - 7 p.m. 
Sun River Church 
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Dana Johnson: 802-9907 
Larry Ladd: 852-8188   Kevin Grant: 635-8047 

For more information or to join contact:  

Sunriver Neighborhood Patrol

e-mail: patrol@sunriveronline.org 

Stuff to Remember

by Rob Towns



*APR – Annual Percentage Rate. Rate, term, loan amount and approval are based upon the applicant’s 
credit, payment history and the ability to repay the loan. Rates terms and conditions are subject to change 
without notice. Discount floor limit is 2.5%. Representative payment example: A $15,000, 66 month 
vehicle loan at 2.5% APR requires 65 payments of $243.49 and a final payment of $243.15. No other 
discounts are given. Not valid with any other offer. Limit one offer per person per coupon. Coupon must be 
presented at time of purchase or service. Big Valley Federal Credit Union is insured by the NCUA. 

2180 Golden Centre Ln. #50 
Gold River, CA  (916) 638-8238 

In the Gold River Towne Centre next to Applebee’s.

Big Valley Federal Credit Union

Refinance with us and reduce your 
existing auto loan rate by 1%*

Full Auto & RV  
Service & Repair
Full Auto & RV Service & Repair

All Imports & Domestics

Looking for an Auto Repair Shop you can trust? You have just found one!

Gold Country Service Center 
1940 Zinfandel Drive • Suite H, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670  

(In the middle of used car dealership ~ Auto Village)
Over 25 years  

in business
10 year/million mile  

warranty on most repairs    916-631-7337

Gold Country Service Center 

Smog, Brakes, Radiators, Tune-Up, Electrical, Transmission, Suspension, 
Failed Smog Diag., Check Engine Light Diag., 10K/60K/90K Services

We do it all: Cars • Trucks • RV’s • Trailers

• Oil Filter & Lube Service  
(up to 5 quarts)

• Tire Rotation (as needed)

• Complete Brake Inspection

• Top Off any Fluids

• Full Synthetic Fluid is extra

• Consultation on any  
Problem with your car

Oil Change

$1795
Reg. Price $5495

Smog Check

$2995
+ certificate

1995 or older + $10

We also smog RVs ask for details

Must present coupons. Not valid 
with other offers. Expires 11/30/13.

Must present coupons. Not valid 
with other offers. Expires 11/30/13.

Summer           

SpecialsSummer           

Specials
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Fireplace Replacement Specialist
(916) 852-1814

Products we offer:
Fireplaces, Mantels, Gas Logs, Glass 
Enclosures, Fire Pits, Grills and Outdoor 
Kitchen Cabinetry.

We can fix your fireplace!

11511 Folsom Blvd. Ste. A, Rancho Cordova
www.pacifichearthandhome.com

Visit our showroom with burning displays. 
Let us show you how we can reface your 
existing fireplace or install an energy 
efficient gas insert to improve the look 
and function of your fireplace.
Products installed by our own technicians 
not sub-contractors.

Beat the winter 
rush and save! 
Free vent kit and 
remote control with 
every gas insert installed, 
a savings of over $400.

Beat the winter 
rush and save! 
Free vent kit and 
remote control with 
every gas insert installed, 
a savings of over $400.

Please patronize these businesses that support 
your Sunriver Neighborhood Association! The Learning Years Academy  
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Answers on Page Six

Cordova High News. . .  Sunriver e-Group 
Continues to Grow

Our Sunriver email group hit a 
major milestone this spring when we 
reached 500 members. Almost 60 
people joined in the past 12 months. 
Most of the new members were referred by a neighbor. 
Membership is open to all Sunriver residents and property 
owners. The e-group is only for issues that directly affect 
Sunriver and Rancho Cordova. Several council members 
and city staff are members, so questions about city issues 
are often answered “directly from the source.”
To keep our focus as a neighborhood e-group, we ask 
that our members observe these guidelines when posting 
messages to the group:
• Keep it on topic. The purpose of the group is to 

discuss Sunriver and Rancho Cordova issues – not 
“liberal vs. conservative” politics, religion, or other 
divisive subjects. (And yes, the “lost kitty” and 
“lost dog” posts are welcome!)

• Keep it original. Please do not forward jokes, urban 
legends, business offers from Nigerian princes, etc. 
to the group.

• Keep it brief. Concise messages are easier to follow.
• Keep it polite. We are neighbors. We donʼt always 

have to agree, but we can be civil when we disagree.
• Keep it coming. A lively discussion makes for an 

interesting and active group.
To sign up, go to http://sunriveronline.org/, click the 
“Join Sunriver!” button in the upper left corner and fill 
out the brief form. There are two subscription options: 
Standard (Individual Emails) and Daily Digest. For more 
information, see the signup page.
If you have any questions, please email me: 
rtowns@sunriveronline.org.

by Rob TownsCordova High and Mitchell 
Middle are currently candidate 
DP and MYP schools.
The IB places a strong 
emphasis on the ideals of 
international understanding 
and responsible citizenship.

The IB is recognized and respected worldwide 
and earning an IB diploma significantly increases 
chances of admission at leading universities.

Facilities Upgrade
Cordova High is set to receive more than 
$40 million in upgrades to its facilities. This 
will mark the largest overall to CHS since 
construction began in 1961.
Improvements have already begun and some 
are even completed. The most obvious of 
the completed projects is the state-of-the-art, 
two-story science building. Other, less visible 
changes include upgrades to technology, 
including  smart boards in all classrooms.
The next major phase of development is 
scheduled to begin in early 2014. Next spring 
we will break ground on the construction of a 
500-seat performing arts center. Along with the 
theater project, construction will take place on 
the access road from Chase to Lancer Stadium.
In 2016, several more major projects will 
commence, including the new auxiliary gym 
and stadium enhancements.
If you have any questions or would like more 
information, please contact me at  
zford@fcusd.org or 916-813-6658.
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Continued From Page One

1. What date did the City of Rancho Cordova 
become an official legal entity and the newest 
city in the State of California?

2. What historic building appears in our City Seal?

3. Name our five City Council Members.

4. What best-selling book did our City Manager 
Ted Gaebler co-author?

Test your community pride with these 10th anniversary trivia questions:
5. Who was our first Mayor?

6. Name our California State Assembly  
District Eight Representative.

7. How many years has our City budget been 
balanced?

8. What year did the City of Rancho Cordova win the 
prestigious All-America City award? 

Happy 1Oth Anniversary,  City of Rancho Cordova!



Keep up to date with important 
neighborhood issues; join the 

SNA today. Membership is FREE 
for everyone who lives or owns a 
home in Sunriver. You will have 
access to the Sunriver e-Group 

and the Sunriver Online website. 
Join today at 

www.sunriveronline.org

The Sunriver Sentinel is a publication of the  
Sunriver Neighborhood Association (SNA)

Sunriver Neighborhood 
Association

SNA Steering Committee Members

Events Director - Jessica Ocenosak 
jocenosak@sunriveronline.org - 638-8110

Designer/Editor - Deanne Sherman 
dsherman@sunriveronline.org - 549-5173

Treasurer - Mary-Jo Towns 
treasurer@sunriveronline.org

Communication Director - Rob Towns 
rtowns@sunriveronline.org

Parkway Liaison - Ginger Enrico 
genrico@sunriveronline.org - 631-8400

Volunteer Coordinator - Pam Britton 
volunteer@sunriveronline.org - 768-2125

Mailing Address: 2112 Tiber River Dr. 
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670
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Pam Britton (aka Mrs. Claus) 
is SNA̓ s Volunteer Coordinator. 
Sheʼs standing by to talk with 
you and show you how to get 
started as a Sunriver volunteer. 
imbritton@yahoo.com or  
(916) 768-2125.
Some of the activities available to 
volunteer your time or talent: 
• Spring Event • Summer Event 
• Santa’s Visit • Caroling in the Park 
• Bake Sales • Raffles • Sentinel 
Delivery • Neighborhood Meetings 
• Sentinel Newsletter (layout/editing/
writing/reporting) • Sunriver Patrol 
• Sunriver Community Projects.

Continued From Page One
Sunriver Volunteers. . .

National Night Out Against Crime (NNO) is 
Tuesday, August 6th this year. Since 1984, NNO 
was designed to strengthen our communities 
by encouraging neighborhoods to engage in 
stronger relationships with each other and with 
their local law enforcement partners. The goal 
is to heighten crime-prevention awareness, build support 
and participation in local anti-crime programs, and most importantly, send a 
message that our neighborhoods are organized and fighting back. It’s also the 
perfect opportunity to get to know your neighbors even better. 
For more information, contact www.nationalnightout.org, 1-800-NITE-OUT.

National Night Out
Tuesday, August 6th

1. July 1st, 2003
2. Mills Station
3. Mayor Linda Budge, Robert 

McGarvey, David Sander, 
Dan Skoglund and our newest 
member, Donald Terry.

4. Reinventing Government: 
How the Entrepreneurial 
Spirit is Transforming the 
Public Sector

5. Mayor Dave Roberts, 
Rest in Peace

6. Our Sunriver neighbor, 
Ken Cooley

7. The entire first 10 years 
as a City!

8. 2010

Sunriver 
Happenings 

Spring Fest 2013

Photos by Bruce McDannold, Sunriver Resident

Volunteering is the ultimate 
exercise in democracy. You vote  

in elections once a year, but 
when you volunteer, you vote 
every day about the kind of 

community you want to live in. 
~Author Unknown

Happy Anniversary RC ... Answers To Trivia Questions on Page Five

http://www.nationalnightout.org

