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The Future of Rivergate 
Shopping Center 

The Rivergate 
Shopping Center 
has undergone 
significant changes 
in the past two years, 
since it was acquired 
by distressed-
property specialist 
Ethan Conrad of 
Sacramento. Most 
of the center has 
received a face-lift, 

with fresh paint, landscaping, new signage, and 
decorative neon lighting. Existing tenants report 
that the new owners have completed numerous 
maintenance projects that the previous owners had 
long ignored.

As a result of the spruce-up, several vacant store-
fronts now have new tenants, including Mr. Pickles 
Sandwich Shop and Dollar Tree. Dickeyʼs BBQ has 
just recently opened in the outbuilding formerly 
occupied by Olé Mexico. Jasperʼs Giant Hamburgers 
– a long-time sponsor and friend of the Sunriver
Neighborhood Association – has remodeled, and is 
now hosting periodic live-music events and classic-
car cruise-ins. 

Recently, word began to spread on the Sunriver 
e-Group that K-Mart is closing in December. 
Although opinions of the store are mixed, it has 
been convenient for Sunriver residents to have a 
department store with a pharmacy and some basic 
groceries within walking distance. Considering 
how long some storefronts had sat vacant under the 

Continued on Page Five

Continued on Page Six

Cordova High School is currently 
celebrating its 50th birthday! The 
Cordova Alumni Association celebrated 
in Lancer style during the homecoming 
weekend, October 17th through the 19th. 
Thursday was spent at the Meet and Greet at 
American River Brewery. On Friday night, the 
Alumni walked in at halftime with the royalty – all 
but three classes since 1966 were represented! The 
Class of 2012 showed the most spirit, and had the 
honor of leading the Alumni Walk. After the game, 
we gathered at Straw Hat Pizza. On Saturday, Alumni 
continued the celebration at the Rec Center with a 
social and dance. 
The Alumni Association was established in 2003 

Cordova High School 
Celebrates 50th 
by Marguerite David, Alumni Liaison, 
Cordova High School Alumni Association

by Rob Towns

Trinity Woods Clubhouse
Saturday, December 7th 

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM

If you’d like to show your holiday spirit, bring a new unwrapped 
toy and Folsom Cordova Community Partnership will make sure it 
gets to a Rancho Cordova child in need.

 Join us for 
grown-up conversation, drinks, appetizers, music, laughter, 
and overall fun! Let’s celebrate and be thankful for such 

 Join us for grown-up conversation, drinks, appetizers, 
music, laughter, and overall fun! Let’s celebrate and be 

thankful for such great Sunriver neighbors. 

You
 Are Cordially  Invited:

Come on out to the Trinity Woods Clubhouse. The gatekeeper will open the gate for 
you to park in uncovered spaces. If full, please park on Trinity River Drive and walk in.

Sunriver 
Holiday Party
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Nimbus Hatchery - Salmon Run
by Laura Drath, Fish and Wildlife Interpreter II, 
CA Department of Fish & Wildlife, Sunriver resident

Living along the American River, we have front-row 
seats for one of natureʼs most marvelous spectacles: 
the fall return of Chinook salmon to the waters of 
their birth. Every year salmon make the incredible 
journey from the Pacific Ocean home to the American 
River. They do this despite all the obstacles—natural 
and human-caused—in their path. The more you 
learn about salmon, the more you just have to take 
your hat off to these determined fish.
The presence of salmon in our river is not just a 
boon for the anglers among us. Salmon lay their eggs 
in the river, and both the eggs and the young fish 
are an important food source for a variety of river 
animals—egrets, otters, and trout, to name a few. 
After about 6 months, they migrate out to the ocean, 
where they will spend an average of 3 years eating 
and growing before they return to lay their own eggs 
(called “spawning”). After spawning, all species of 
Pacific salmon die. This explains that lovely aroma 
of decay that permeates the riverbanks in December! 
But despite the hassle (and letʼs face it, the sheer 
grossness) of trying to keep your dog from rolling in 

rotting fish, the death and decay of salmon each year 
is actually something to celebrate! Stay with me here. 
First, the dead fish serve as an all-you-can-eat buffet 
for our scavengers, from coyote and raccoon to 
vulture and beetle, at a time when other foods are 
getting harder to find. In addition, the salmon carry 
within their bodies nutrients gathered in the sea, 
and their demise will release those nutrients to the 
plants and insects in the river—which in time will 
themselves become food for the next generation of 
salmon fry. Itʼs a beautifully balanced cycle, repeated 
year after year for millennia—and itʼs happening 
right now, just down the street. Truly a cause for 
celebration!
In addition to taking advantage of the prime river 
access we have in Sunriver, I encourage you to come 
visit us at Nimbus Fish Hatchery off Hazel Ave. and 
Gold Country Blvd. Admission is free, and itʼs open 
to the public every day (except Christmas Day), 8 AM 
to 3 PM on weekdays and 9 AM to 3 PM on weekends. 
It s̓ a gorgeous three mile ride east along the bike trail.
The fish ladder will open for the first time this season 
on Monday, November 4th. From that date through 
the end of the year you can view salmon up close 
in the ladder and in the holding pools. On select 
mornings you can also watch workers spawning 
fish through windows in the Visitor Center. Be sure 
to bring some quarters to feed the baby fish in the 
raceway ponds—a favorite activity for all ages!
For more information, call me at (916) 358-2884, 
visit www.wildlife.ca.gov, or find Nimbus Hatchery 
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/NimbusHatchery. 
Long live the salmon!

Sunriver  
Neighborhood 

Caroling

At Sunriver Park  
Tuesday, 

December 17th 
Starts at 7 p.m.

Join your  
Sunriver neighbors 

to celebrate the 
season with song!

Santa Visits 
Sunriver Park!

Saturday 
December 14th 

11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Fa La La La La,

La La La La!

Hey Kids! Listen for the fire engine as Santa arrives 
in Sunriver with candy canes, cookies, and hot 

chocolate. Tell Santa what you want for Christmas!
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Please patronize these businesses that support your Sunriver 
Neighborhood Association! We couldnʼt do this without them. 

Some Conditions apply. *APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Upon approved credit. Existing Big 
Valley FCU loans do not quality. Example payment: A $15,000 loan at 3.0% would require 59 
payments of $269.55 and a final payment of $269.02. Offer requires proof of current rate. 

2180 Golden Centre Ln. #50 
Gold River, CA  (916) 638-8238 

In the Gold River Towne Centre next to Applebee’s.

Big Valley Federal Credit Union

Do you have an auto loan with another financial institution? 
If so, we have the perfect deal for you. Transfer your auto loan to 

Big Valley FCU and we will lower your rate by at least 2% (floor of 
3% *APR) and save you some hard earned dollars. Call our lending 

department today to make the switch; it’s as easy as that!  
Call (916) 383-3955 or (800) 260-3955 and mention this ad.

Save 2% Off Your Existing 
Auto Loan Rate

Gold Country Service Center 1940 Zinfandel Drive • Suite H, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670  
(In the middle of used car dealership ~ Auto Village)

Over 25 years  
in business

10 year/million mile  
warranty on most repairs    916-631-7337

Gold Country Service Center 

Smog, Brakes, Radiators, Tune-Up, Electrical, Transmission, Suspension, 
Failed Smog Diag., Check Engine Light Diag., 10K/60K/90K Services

We do it all: Cars • Trucks • RV’s • Trailers

• Oil Filter & Lube Service  
(up to 5 quarts)

• Tire Rotation (as needed)

• Complete Brake Inspection

• Top Off any Fluids

• Full Synthetic Fluid is extra

• Consultation on any  
Problem with your car

Oil Change

$1795
Reg. Price $5495

Smog Check

$2995
+ certificate

1995 or older + $10

We also smog RVs ask for details.

Must present coupon. Not valid 
with other offers. Expires 3/15/14.

Must present coupon          . Not valid 
with other offers. Expires  3/15/14.

Holiday
SPECIALS

Looking for an Auto Repair Shop you can trust? You have just found one!Looking for an Auto Repair Shop you can trust? You have just found one!

Full Auto & RV Service & Repair
All Imports & Domestics

Full Auto & RV Service & Repair
All Imports & Domestics

Fireplace Replacement Specialist

11511 Folsom Blvd. Ste. A, Rancho Cordova

(916) 852-1814
 

Free remote control with 
every gas insert installed!

• Fireplaces: Sales & Service

• Mantels: Precast & Wood

• Inserts & Stoves

• Grills & Heaters

• Fireplace Refacing

• Outdoor Cabinetry

• Slate, Quartz & Granite

www.pacifichearthandhome.com
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In a hurry? Order online at www.mrpicklesinc.com

Any build your own, meat & cheese sandwich 
��������� ������� �� ���� ������ �� ����� �����

NEW! HALF SANDWICHES!

Gift Cards

Available!

These businesses are supporting our community by investing 
in the SNAʼs effort to keep our neighborhood connected. 

Dana Johnson: 802-9907 
Larry Ladd: 852-8188   Kevin Grant: 635-8047 

For more information or to join contact:  

Sunriver Neighborhood Patrol

e-mail: patrol@sunriveronline.org 

PA
G

E 
FO

U
R



End of the Year 
Financial Planning
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As the end of the year 
approaches we tend to 
reflect on what weʼve 
accomplished in 2013 
and pontificate on what 
weʼd like to do in 2014. Of 
course there are the resolutions 
to lose weight, stop smoking, etc. I think my last 
resolution was to spend more time relaxing. I took 
a rain check on that one.
In terms of our finances, this is a time for some 
housekeeping. With the end of the year come 
deadlines and multiple opportunities. Many things 
can be addressed at yearʼs end. Are you interested 
in transferring any of your wealth to children or 
grandchildren without incurring estate taxes? Each 
individual can gift up to $14,000 each year for this. 
The Tax Act of 2012 raised the maximum estate tax 
rate to 40%!
There is still time to maximize contributions to your 
workplace retirement plan. This is a great way to 
reduce your tax liability while securing your future. 
Speaking of retirement plans - if you are going to turn 
70-1/2 in 2014, you should plan for your required 
minimum distribution from your 401k or traditional 
IRA. Failure to take the distributions results in 
substantial penalties. If you have a flexible spending 
account or other tax-advantage health benefit at work, 
use the funds in it by year end. Any money left in 
such plans is lost.
While some may be tempted to sell a losing 
investment to take advantage of the $3000 reduction 
in income taxes, such a move is tricky. That invest-
ment may rally right after you sell it. Now is the time 
to review any wills or trusts. If you have concerns on 
what might happen to your assets a QTIP or credit 
shelter trust may be just what you need.
With the recent gains in the stock market, the end of 
this year is as good a time as any to evaluate our 
investment allocations. If you have done nothing with 
your investments for a while, consider rebalancing 
your holdings to meet your risk and return  
parameters 
If you have no investments, perhaps 2014 is the year 
to get started! Happy New Year! 
See David s̓ ad on page four.

First Place: The Councill Family on Tiber River Dr.  
Second Place: Jen Bobrich on Cyrus River Court. 

Third Place: Shane Winstead/Carrie Herkender on Yakima River Ct. 

Sunriver Halloween Decoration Contest

Runners up include Janice Stork on Kern River Court, Dana Valley 
on Tiber River Dr. And Honorable Mention went to Donna Borsh on 

Klamath River Dr., and Ray & Alisha Fox on Klamath River Dr.

by David Mason,Investment  
Advisor, Sunriver Resident

Cordova High School 50th 
Continued From Page One
with Ray Savorn as the founder. He wanted a way 
for past alumni to give back to CHS. The Alumni 
Association has contributed to projects such as 
the marquee, campus beautification, monetary 
donations to sports programs, sober grad night, and 
batteries for golf carts. It continues to support CHS 
events and staff with donations of time and energy.

Kudos to all the lifetime members. This association 
is only as strong as its active membership. For 
more information about becoming a member or 
about upcoming alumni events, please check out 
our website at www.cordovaalumni.com or ʻlike  ̓
our Facebook page. Remember: 
“Once a Lancer, always a Lancer!”

First Place went to the Councill Family



Keep up to date with important 
neighborhood issues; join the 

SNA today. Membership is FREE 
for everyone who lives or owns a 
home in Sunriver. You will have 
access to the Sunriver e-Group 

and the Sunriver Online website. 
Join today at 

www.sunriveronline.org

The Sunriver Sentinel is a publication of the  
Sunriver Neighborhood Association (SNA)

Sunriver Neighborhood 
Association

SNA Steering Committee Members

Events Director - Jessica Ocenosak 
events@sunriveronline.org - 638-8110

Designer/Editor - Deanne Sherman 
sentinel@sunriveronline.org - 549-5173

Treasurer - Mary-Jo Towns 
treasurer@sunriveronline.org

Communication Director - Rob Towns 
register@sunriveronline.org

Parkway Liaison - Ginger Enrico 
parkway@sunriveronline.org - 631-8400

Volunteer Coordinator - Pam Britton 
volunteer@sunriveronline.org - 768-2125

Mailing Address: 2112 Tiber River Dr. 
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670
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Rivergate Shopping Center Continued From Page One

Stuff to  
Remember

Clip and Save

Sunriver Neighborhood 
Holiday Party 
Saturday, December 7th, 7-9PM 
Trinity Woods Clubhouse

Santa Claus Visits  
Sunriver Park 
Saturday, December 14th, 
11AM -12:30PM, Sunriver Park 
(Look for Santa over by the playground)

Sunriver Neighborhood 
Christmas Caroling 
Tuesday, December 17th 
STARTS AT 7PM, Sunriver Park.  

Sunriver 
Happenings 

previous owners, the K-Mart news caused quite a bit 
of concern.
According to Carol Sitzenstatter, lead broker for the 
property, K-Martʼs closing was a negotiated deal 
that was reached in order to enable Ethan Conrad 
Properties to finish remodeling and upgrading the 
center. Over the next year, the complex will have a 
complete transformation and will look hugely better 
than it currently does, with particular focus on the 
south (K-Mart) side of the center.
Sitzenstatter said that multiple deals for the K-Mart 
space have been in the works for months. Leases are 
signed with Sportsmanʼs Warehouse and Scooterʼs 
Coffee (a drive thru coffee shop). There are pending 
leases with a grocery store and a drive thru chicken 

specialty restaurant, as well as several other 
potential tenants. The new anchors are expected to 
be in place in 2014.

Sitzenstatter noted that the changes are also spurring 
renewed interest in the out-lot space formerly 
occupied by Hollywood Video. She said that their 
company has had serious inquiries from a childrenʼs 
dental clinic and a “breakfast-oriented restaurant.”

Itʼs exciting for our neighborhood to see fresh life 
injected into our largest walking-distance shopping 
area. If the new owners are able to complete the 
upgrade – and all indications are that they will 
– Sunriver residents will have several new shopping 
and dining options close at hand.

Dance-off Winners!Dance-off Winners!

Kids Dance-off!Kids Dance-off!

Asian-Pacific Meal!Asian-Pacific Meal!

Live Band in the Park!Live Band in the Park!

Were You There? Asian Pacific Dinner, Music, 
& Movie last August at Sunriver Park! 
Were You There? Asian Pacific Dinner, Music, 
& Movie last August at Sunriver Park! 
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In a hurry? Order online at www.mrpicklesinc.com

Any half ‘build your own’ sandwich 
(excludes extras) for $3.00
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In a hurry? Order online at www.mrpicklesinc.com

 Buy one sandwich, get one free 

with purchase of two drinks
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In a hurry? Order online at www.mrpicklesinc.com

Any half ‘build your own’ sandwich
(excludes extras), bag of chips and 
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