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Feds and State Plan 25-Acre
Mega-Center Along Parkway By Ginger Enrico
In January, federal and state
agencies announced plans to
relocate their Joint Operating
Center (JOC) from a retail area of
Sacramento into 25 acres of prime
parkland along the American
River Parkway. This federally
owned parcel is by the Nimbus
Fish Hatchery just downstream of
Hazel. This complex, the size of
a Walmart Super Center, would
have ofﬁces for 600 employees,
parking for 840 vehicles, and a 140
ft. radio antenna. It would ﬁll the
space from the hike-and-bike trail
to Gold River back fences. The
federal Bureau of Reclamation
(BoR) and the state Department
of Water Resources (DWR), along
with the National Weather Service
(NWS), monitor storms and control
all major dams and hydroelectric
power in northern California. The
DWR also coordinates with the
Governorʼs ofﬁce in ﬂood disasters.
For 12 years these agencies have
been working from a shopping
center on El Camino near Watt.
The JOC operates 24 hours a day,
365 days a year. It must meet
Homeland Security rules for
protecting critical infrastructure

You Are Cordially Invited:

Sunriver Neighborhood Holiday Party
Trinity Woods Clubhouse
Friday, December 2nd, 7:00-9:00

with secure fencing, 100 ft. buffer
zone, surveillance cameras, and
night lighting.
In February, Robert Baruffaldi,
a senior JOC meteorologist, told
The Beeʼs Matt Weiser, “When
emergencies happen, thatʼs when
weʼre needed the most. [They
want to build] this really expensive
facility along the American River,
right below Folsom Dam. It just
doesnʼt make any sense to me
whatsoever.”
The agencies also considered
existing retail space on Kilgore
near Sunrise and at Mather, but
they prefer to build on their own
land at Nimbus.
In March, an overﬂow crowd
of people from interest groups
and neighborhoods including
continued on pg. 2

SmartPhone App Fight Blight in Rancho
By Rob Towns

In a previous edition of the Sentinel,
we described My City Hall Online.
This feature on the City of Rancho
Cordova website provides an easy
way to get information, and to
report a variety of neighborhood
problems directly to the correct
City department.
The system works well, but if you
see a problem when youʼre out and
about, you have to remember to
report it when you get to a computer.
The City website is not designed to
work on a small screen, so using it
on a smartphone requires patience
and good eyesight.
Now, the City has introduced My
Rancho Cordova, a free app for
Android and iPhone that enables
you to report problems when
you see them. The app can use
your phoneʼs camera and GPS
capabilities to include a photo of
the problem and its exact location.

PM

Join us for conversation, music, laughter, drinks, appetizers, and overall fun!
Let’s celebrate and be thankful for such great Sunriver neighbors.

The app doesnʼt have all of the
features of My City Hall Online,
but it has functions to report many
common problems: high weeds,
broken fences, pot holes, grafﬁti,
derelict cars, abandoned shopping
carts, and so forth.
I have used the Android version
to report a couple of problems. It
works well and itʼs very easy to use.
You start by selecting a category,
and the app guides you through
taking a photo, adding text or an
audio commentary, and (optionally)
providing contact information so
that the City can follow up with
you. I thought the audio comment
feature was particularly cool.
You can download My Rancho
Cordova from iTunes or the Android
Market. Itʼs a great way to help
the city identify and ﬁx problems,
which makes our community an
even better place to live.

Come on out to the Trinity Woods Clubhouse. The gatekeeper will open the gate for
you to park in uncovered spaces. If full, please park on Trinity River Drive and walk in.

Save Money — Buy and Sell Used
With continuing recession fears
and soaring retail prices, most of
us have taken a good look at where
we can cut corners to stretch the
almighty dollar. A good way to
reduce spending is to buy secondhand. To bring in a little extra cash,
we can look to selling items we no
longer have a use for.
Weʼve all heard the saying “One
manʼs trash is another manʼs
treasure.” Thrift shops and
consignment stores often have
“treasures” that can be yours
for a fraction of the “originalnew” cost. We now have a thrift

shop within walking distance of
Sunriver called New-2-Ewe Thrift
and Consignment Boutique, which
has recently opened at the corner of
Coloma Road and Vehicle Drive.
This is a place where you can ﬁnd
everyday essentials, unique items
and various antiques. If youʼre
looking to sell an item, they can
consign it for you; theyʼll do the
work and you get the cash.
Stop in and visit our new Sunriver
neighbor. See the New-2-Ewe
ad in the Sentinel for more
information and get 10% off your
ﬁrst purchase.

Early Morning Visitors
Some residents have expressed concerns or called
the Police about people who are out in our streets
very early in the morning. In some cases, these folks are delivering the
newspaper. Our Sacramento Bee carriers usually make their deliveries
between 4:00 A.M. and 6:30 A.M.
To avoid false alarms and unnecessary worry, the Sunriver Patrol can
provide you with the name, car description, and license plate number
of the Sacramento Bee carriers. If you would like this information, call
Dana at 802-9907 or e-mail him at patrol@sunriveronline.org.

Santa Visits Sunriver Park
Saturday, December 10 th
10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Fire engines, Santa, candy canes,
cookies and hot cocoa. Kids, tell
Santa what you want
for Christmas!

Neighborhood
Caroling
Sunriver Park - 7 p.m.
Tuesday, December 13th
Join your Sunriver neighbors to celebrate the season with song!
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Parkway Mega-Center

(continued from pg. 1)

the Bluffs, Gold River, Rollingwood, and
Sunriver commented on the plan at a public
meeting. People argued in favor of preserving
the green space by the Parkway for wildlife
and recreation. The Audubon Society stated
that paving the green belt at that narrow
point would adversely impact the migration
of birds along the American River and that
night lighting would adversely affect bird
behavior. SARA members pointed out that a
JOC campus would violate state law about
access roads and buildings by the Parkway.
Others argued that the intersections on Gold
Country and at Hazel could not handle the
trafﬁc and that locating 600 employees away
from public transit violates “Smart Cities”
guidelines.
People asked if the surrounding Parkway
would be closed during security alerts. Others
wondered if the JOC is such a potential
target, how safe can the adjacent homes and
the nearby elementary school be?
Citizens pointed out we are spending nearly
$1 billion to add an auxiliary spillway to
Folsom Dam. The purpose of the upgrade is
to increase the damʼs water release capacity,
to prevent dam failure due to overtopping
in extreme conditions. However, this damsaving water release would likely destroy a
JOC located at Nimbus. Therefore, the JOC
would have to evacuate itself before releasing
the water, while also carrying out relief
efforts downstream, monitoring weather...
and while still controlling Folsom and every
other dam in northern California.
The Kilgore and Mather sites would also be
inundated in the unlikely case that Folsom
Dam totally failed. However, Kilgore and
Mather are much farther from the inevitable
200-year ﬂoods than Nimbus is.
Over 300 people attended a public meeting
at the Aquatic Center in September, and
countless more were turned away for lack
of parking. Police had to come direct trafﬁc
on Hazel. The County Executive, County
Supervisors, and Rancho Cordova City
Council all submitted opposition letters.
In October, Congress members Dan Lungren
(whose district includes Sunriver, Gold River,
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and the adjacent Parkway) and Doris Matsui
(who represents much of Rancho Cordova
and Sacramento) also wrote formal letters to
the BoR opposing the Nimbus location.

Please patronize these businesses
that support your Sunriver
Neighborhood Association!

The Bee reported the National Weather Service
Employees Organization, which represents 40
employees at the current JOC on El Camino,
also opposes the Nimbus site.
To see this article in its entirety, including links
to Sac Bee articles and BoR documents, go to
http://sunriveronline.org/sentinel/joc_full.pdf

Are Your Kids Prepared In
Case of an Emergency?
By Becky Bodine, Sunriver Resident

During a recent visit to
Berkeley to visit my family,
I experienced an earthquake.
It made me think: are my
children prepared for any
kind of emergency? Are
yours? I did some research
and found that my plans were sadly lacking.
Hereʼs what I did to help prepare my children
for an emergency:
1. Created an emergency contact sheet to
place at each house telephone. This included
911, the Poison Control Center, my hospital
emergency room, my childʼs doctor, neighbors, relatives, my pharmacy, and of course
the ﬁre and police departments.
2. Made sure everyone knew how to call 911
and what questions to expect. Children should
be able to communicate their full name,
their full address, and how best to describe
the situation. We made this into a game and
role-played various situations (for example,
mommy or daddy fell and canʼt get up,
mommy or daddy wonʼt wake up, etc.). We
practiced until the children felt comfortable
with the questions.
No one wants to think about an emergency
happening at home, but itʼs better to face that
possibility than to be caught unprepared. So
keep emergency numbers close by — itʼs a
small step that could have a big payoff.

S u n r ive r
Neighborhood
Pat ro l
e-mail: patrol@sunriveronline.org

Gold Country
Service Center
631-7337
1940 Zinfandel Drive • Suite H
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670

Over 25 years in business

(In the middle of Auto Village used car dealership)
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Oil Change
Reg. Price $5495
• Oil Filter & Lube Service
(up to 5 quarts)
• Tire Rotation (as needed)
• Complete Brake Inspection
• Top Off any Fluids
• Synthetic Fluid is extra
• Consultation on any
Problem with your car

Complete Auto
Service & Repair

All Imports & Domestics
Domestic
Smog, Brakes, Radiators, Tune-Up,
Electrical, Transmission, Suspension,
Failed Smog Diag., Check Engine Light Diag.,
10K/60K/90K Services... we do it all.

Cars • Trucks • RV’s • Trailers
10 year/million mile warranty on most repairs

$

2500 OFF

Any Service Over $100

Expires March 15, 2012

Expires March 15, 2012

MassageFixation.com
Bodywork that is...
•thoughtful •skillful
•physiologically productive
call Tanya at 916-606-4199
$15 Off First Massage for Fellow Sunriver Neighbors

Thrift and Consignment Boutique
Donations Accepted...
“We Come to you”

852-1853

Sunriver Special

10% Off

11050 Coloma Road
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670

Hours: 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.• Closed Tuesdays

For more information or to join contact:

Dana Johnson: 802-9907
Larry Ladd: 852-8188
Kevin Grant: 635-8047
Donations Welcome.
Checks payable to: Kevin Grant c/o: SNA,
P.O. Box 1436, Rancho Cordova, CA 95741
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Sunriver Neighborhood
Holiday Party
Friday, December 2nd, 7-9 PM
Trinity Woods Clubhouse

Santa Claus Visits
Sunriver Park
Saturday, December 10th,
10AM-11:30AM, Sunriver Park

Sunriver Neighborhood
Christmas Caroling

Tired of Paying High Fees
for Banking Services?
Maybe it’s time to shop around
for a better way to bank!
Why not try your local
BIG VALLEY FEDERAL
CREDIT UNION?
We offer free or low cost
checking accounts with
NO FEE Debit Card transactions
and a NO-FEE ATM.
We are conveniently located in the
Gold River Towne Centre next door
to Applebee’s. Stop by and meet
our friendly staff.

Tuesday, December 13th
7PM, at Sunriver Park

Join today at www.sunriveronline.org
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